
Growing Pains 

May 30 – June 27, 2021 

“Do not fear, only believe.” – Mark 5:36 

 The Spirit descended upon us and sent us out. We are in a new world, 

embarking on a new journey. Nothing is exactly like it was before. This is both 

exhilarating and frightening. We will have moments of joy and pain, confusion and 

assurance, excitement and loss. These are the growing pains of our faithful lives. 

 

May 30 – New Life 

“How can anyone be born after having grown old?” – John 3:4 

John 3:1-17; Isaiah 6:1-8 

 God is calling us in new ways. How will we respond? At first these calls may 

seem non-sensical. We can’t imagine what God means or what we should do. We may 

feel lost. We may feel we’re unworthy. But God has called. Let us respond, “send me.” 

 

June 6 – Pushing Boundaries 

“the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of God” – Genesis 3:8 

Mark 3:20-35; Genesis 3:8-13 

 We think we know what to do and no one can tell us otherwise. But whose voice 

do we hear? God’s or our own? We seek to hold back when we should encourage to 

leap forward; we hide when we need to be found. Through it all, God is with us, showing 

us the way, challenging our assumptions, bringing us into new sight and new life. 

 



June 13 – Out of Control 

“everything old has passed away; see, everything has become new!” – 2 Cor. 5:17 

Mark 4:26-34; 2 Corinthians 5:6-10, 14-17 

 God’s kingdom isn’t anything like we expected it to be. It is beyond our 

understanding and our control. But we are still active in it, we harvest and we see the 

glory. God is doing something new and we are a part of it.  

 

June 20 – In Over Our Heads 

“Teacher, do you not care that we are perishing?” – Mark 4:38 

Mark 4:35-41; 1 Samuel 17:32-49 

 We have seen so much that God is doing, but are we ready for when things get 

rough? Do we trust that God is with us when things get difficult? Because God is with 

us. In the most improbable circumstances, Jesus will calm our storms. God will give us 

strength of heart. When we can’t see a way forward, God will guide us. 

 

June 27 – Taking Risks 

“Do not fear, only believe.” – Mark 5:36 

Mark 5:21-43; Lamentations 3:22-33 

 In our fear of loss, in our actual loss, there is new life. We might not be able to 

imagine a way, but, if we have faith, a way will be found. We shall wake; we shall be 

healed; we shall proclaim God’s abundant love. 


