
Draw Near 

December 2, 2018 – January 6, 2019 

 

“your redemption is drawing near” – Luke 21:28 

 God draws near to us. A promise is proclaimed. Signs are revealed. The way is 

prepared. A baby will be born, God with us. As we anticipate the coming of God in human 

form, God asks: how will we draw nearer. How do we prepare for the coming king? How do we 

respond to the child in our midst? How will our lives reorient to the nearness of God? 

 

December 2 – Look and See 

“your redemption is drawing near” – Luke 21:28 

Luke 21:25-36; Jeremiah 33:14-16 

 Advent invites us to open our eyes to the signs all around us that God’s promise of 

salvation is near. On this first Sunday we are reminded that in the most dire of circumstances 

and in the most ordinary leaves of spring God draws near to us. God plants the sprig of new 

life enabling us to see that God’s vision of justice and righteous is made real. 

 

December 9 – Make Space 

“And you, child, will be called the prophet of the Most High; for you will go before the Lord to 

prepare his ways” – Luke 1:76 

Luke 3:1-6; Luke 1:68-79 

 As God draws near to us, we are to reorient our lives so to draw nearer to God. In the 

words of Zechariah and the life of John we hear a vision of what we draw near to. We receive 

the blessing of God with us, the promise of God’s peace. We know redemption in justice and 

mercy, through paths made straight. 



 

December 16 – Turn and Rejoice 

“And the crowds asked him, ‘What then should we do?’” – Luke 3:10 

Luke 3:7-18; Zephaniah 3:14-20 

 We want to draw near to God, how then do we respond? “Rejoice!” is Zephaniah’s 

answer. Rejoice for God is in our midst. “Reorient your life,” John the Baptist proclaims. 

Rejoice because God is with us. Change your life, refocus your actions, for the same reason. 

Let God’s justice flow from your hands. Let your hearts be filled with God’s righteousness. See 

each person as an equally beloved child of God so that you might know the nearness of God. 

 

December 23 – Bursting with Spirit 

“I heard the sound of your greeting, the child in my womb leaped for joy.” – Luke 1:44 

Luke 1:39-55  

 Emmanuel, God with us, is coming into the world and even the unborn child of Elizabeth 

recognizes the love incarnate that has drawn nearer than ever. Sharing this deep joy, Mary 

sings of everything this drawing near means to the world. She exults in the lived reality of 

God’s justice-filled love. 

 

December 24 – Come to Bethlehem 

“to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior” – Luke 2:11 

 God with us, Emmanuel, has been born. God is so near She can be known in the touch 

of a baby’s fingers. We are invited to come to Bethlehem and see, to encounter God in our 

midst. We are invited to know this amazing, intimate love of God. 

   

  



December 30 – Seeing Again 

“Did you not know that I must be in my father’s house?” – Luke 2:49 

Luke 2:41-52; Colossians 3:12-17 

 We drew near to the manger. Will we stay there or will we follow as Jesus takes us to 

new and unexpected places? Sometimes nearness breeds comfort and familiarity and we 

forget the amazement with which we first encountered our love. Mary and Joseph dwelt in the 

glory and amazement of the child to be born to them and all that he meant, but after years of 

raising that child they have forgotten some of what was promised. Can we, like them, return to 

the fully lived nearness with God and one another which Jesus’ life proclaims? 

 

January 6 – Light to the World 

“Arise, shine; for your light has come” – Isaiah 60:1 

Matthew 2:1-12; Isaiah 60:1-6 

 Because God draws so near He takes human form, unexpected people will be drawn to 

this glorious light. They will remind us of the good news we have forgotten or set aside in favor 

of our social and cultural powers and privileges. Will we join in their awe and draw near to 

celebrate the light that has entered the darkness of our world? 

 


