
But Jesus… 

September 5 – October 17, 2021 

“You do not know what you are asking.” – Mark 10:38 

 Jesus teaches and speaks beautiful words. Words of welcome and love, words of care and 

openness. But sometimes, Jesus’ words are hard to hear. We don’t understand or we don’t want to 

understand. We are challenged, made uncomfortable. It doesn’t fit into our worldview. Will we follow 

anyway? 

 

September 5 – You Can’t Mean That 

“Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him.” – Mark 8:32 

Mark 8:27-38; Proverbs 1:20-33 

 Who can blame Peter for his words? He’s just made a deep and beautiful confession and then 

Jesus says he’s going to die. No. Unacceptable. This is not the right way to follow God. Why would 

anyone follow all the way to the cross? 

  

September 12 – We Just Want to be the Best 

“on the way they had argued with one another who was the greatest.” – Mark 9:34 

Mark 9:30-37; James 3:13-4:3, 7-8a 

 How will people know how wonderful Jesus is if they can’t see it in us? If we’re successful, if 

our power is visible, everyone will know the strength of Christ. Why would be go to the back of the 

line when we’re already in the front? 

 

  



September 19 – They’re Out of Control 

“My lord Moses, stop them!” – Numbers 11:28 

Mark 9:38-50; Numbers 11:4-6, 10-16, 24-29 

 We know how things should be done. It’s so clear, how can everyone not see it? We want to 

control everything. We want to be the ones who get to decide. They’re not a part of us; they’re not 

doing it right. But Jesus teaches us that our way is not the only way or even the best way. We cannot 

keep God’s words contained. It will show up wherever a word of faith is spoken. 

  

September 26 – We Don’t Like “Them” 

“Now the woman was a Gentile, of Syrophoenician origin.” – Mark 7:26 

Mark 7:24-37; James 2:1-10; 14-17 

 We all think we know how things are supposed to be, that we can pick out who is worthy and 

who still has some work to do. But even Jesus can make mistakes and, more importantly, he can 

learn from them. He is reminded that his message is even wider than he imagined, that the standards 

we create are not God’s standards, that truly communicating and seeing others is essential to the life 

of faith. 

  

October 3 – Where Does That Leave Us? 

“Because of your hardness of heart he wrote this commandment for you.” – Mark 10:5 

Mark 10:2-16; Genesis 2:18-24 

 Jesus says clearly that divorce isn’t allowed, but we all know relationships that should not 

continue. God made woman out of man, and that has been used for generations to justify man’s 

superiority over women. In our faith we cannot condone unhealthy or dangerous relationships or the 

idea that any human is lesser than another, so what do we do when we disagree with what the Bible 

says? 

 



October 10 – Do We Have To? 

“he was shocked and went away grieving, for he had many possessions.” – Mark 10:22 

Mark 10:17-31; Amos 5:6-7, 10-15 

 Sell all you have, give it to the poor, and follow me. We can all acknowledge this as a good 

and faithful teaching…just as long as we aren’t expected to follow it ourselves. Jesus tells us to 

maintain no wealth, no possessions, but that is definitely not how we live nor something we’re willing 

to do. How do we find our faith in the midst of our defiance? 

  

October 17 – Are You Sure? 

“You do not know what you are asking.” – Mark 10:38 

Mark 10:35-45; Job 38:1-7 

 Do you think you have what it takes to be great? To be the most faithful, most admired follower 

of Jesus? Do we even understand what we’re asking when we ask to be the greatest? Faith isn’t a 

game to win. We cannot fathom what is before us and won’t listen when we’re told. God’s ways are 

not our ways and what it takes to be faithful to Christ is not what it takes to be faithful to the values of 

our culture. 


