
Explore God 

January 13 – February 24, 2019 

 

“What you worship as unknown, I proclaim to you” – Acts 17:23 

 Who is the God we follow? What does God have to do with our day to day lives? 

Together, as a congregation, alongside others in the Chicago area, we ask seven big 

questions of life and faith, exploring God in our midst. 

 

January 13 – Does Life Have a Purpose? 

“What do people gain from all the toil at which they toil under the sun?” – Ecclesiastes 1:3 

Luke 10:25-28; Ecclesiastes 4:9-14 

 We think we’re looking for something particular, a career or vocation that will bring 

meaning to our lives. Yet, God teaches that meaning and purpose are found in God and 

through relationship. We are to love God and one another. With this, we see our purpose lived 

out in simple, every day acts as well as in the work to which we turn our hands. 

 

January 20 – Is There a God? 

“Where can I go from your spirit?” – Psalm 139:7 

Psalm 139:7-12; Job 23:1-10 

 “Is there a God?”, a yes/no question with no simple answer. There are no proofs for 

God in the scientific sense. Many have tried to prove the existence of God over the centuries, 

but those arguments are ultimately convincing only to those already convinced. Is there a 

God? Yes, and She is a God known in relationship. A God we know and don’t know at the 

same time. A God known in whispers and mountains, known in laughter and small breezes, 

known in questions that can never fully be answered. 



January 27 – Why Does God Allow Pain and Suffering? 

“O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer…Yet you are holy’” – Psalm 22:2-3 

Psalm 22:1-5, 14-15, 25-26; Job 3:20-26 

 We are human. Suffering is unavoidable. We are granted freedom, but that freedom is 

not without its risks and pain. We are given space to cry aloud our misery and fear to God. 

There are many ways we, as Christians, tend to brush away suffering as good for us or the 

work of God. God can work out of our pain, but that is not God’s first choice. God dwells with 

us in our pain so that we might find that spark of hope that lifts us again to praise and joy. 

 

February 3 – Is Christianity Too Narrow? 

“Then people will come from east and west, from north and south” – Luke 13:29 

Luke 13:22-30; Isaiah 55:1-5 

When we frame an entryway into the kingdom of God, the door is too narrow to admit 

any. Yet, even when the way seems closed off Jesus opens the door wider, creating new ways 

to come into the love of God. The call of God and the teachings of Jesus leave more than 

enough room for all. 

 

February 10 – Is Jesus Really God? 

“the Word became flesh and lived among us” – John 1:14 

John 1:1-5, 14-18; Luke 2:1-7, 21 

 Jesus, fully human and fully divine. Jesus, as we encounter him in the gospels, has 

moments of incredible humanity: from the moment of birth, to unloving words, to fear of death. 

Yet, through this human being we know God. Jesus, fully human yet also divine, with God from 

the beginning, yet close enough to touch. 

 



February 17 – Is the Bible Reliable? 

“there have been woven into the visible narrative truths” – Origen “On First Principles” 

Excerpts, Origen “On First Principles”; Romans 16:25-27 

 The Bible is a true testimony to God’s love and grace. But that does not make the Bible 

a reliable science or history text book. When we seek to use it as such we both take the text 

too seriously and not seriously enough. The Bible was written to help us to know God, to 

understand our place in the world, and to form our relationship with God and one another.  

 

February 24 – Can I Know God Personally? 

“If you know me, you will know my Father also” – John 14:7 

John 14:1-7; Exodus 34:29 

 God welcomes us freely into a house with room enough for all. We are invited to talk 

with God and to come away glowing with holy presence. We are invited as we are and we will 

be transformed by the nearness of God. We know God not only as individuals, but in 

community. It is together that we see the face of God in one another and are strengthened in 

our relationship with God. 

 


