
Rooted in God 

March 6 – April 21, 2019 

 

“stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.” – Philippians 4:1 

 When we talk about putting down roots, we are usually saying we have chosen to make 

a particular place our home, to develop the relationships and connections which nurture life. 

While we may root ourselves in a physical location, our deepest roots are in relationship and 

community. They are in God. Throughout Lent, we explore the ways we nurture our roots and 

the ways our roots sustain us, even when we have forgotten they are there. God brings us 

nourished life so that we may stand firm as beloved children of God. 

 

March 6 – Ash Wednesday 

“For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also” – Matthew 6:21 

Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21; 2 Corinthians 5:20b-6:10; Isaiah 58:1-12; Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 

 The faith we show the world is often a reflection of what we think others want to see 

rather than the devotion God urges us to reach for, deep relationship with God over the 

admiration of others.  On this day of repentance, we rend our hearts so that we may be 

reconciled to God, may plant ourselves in God’s love. When we put our roots into God we will 

find true treasure. 

 

  



March 10 – Putting Down Roots 

“Today I declare to the Lord your God that I have come into the land that the Lord swore to our 

ancestors to give us.” – Deut. 26:3 

Luke 4:1-13; Deuteronomy 26:1-11 

 Jesus and the Israelites show us what it is to root oneself in God. Through temptations, 

Jesus stands firm in faith and the word of God. Throughout the wilderness, the Israelites 

maintained their roots which will now flourish in a new land. These roots bring forth new fruits 

of the glory and work of God. 

 

March 17 – Weathering Storms 

“stand firm in the Lord’” – Phil. 4:1 

Luke 13:31-35; Philippians 3:17-4:1 

 How often do we find ourselves buffeted by the winds of fate, or mistakes, or fear, or 

injustice? Only trees with the strongest roots can withstand storms. Their healthy roots leave 

them flexible and vital where weaker, drier, harder roots will break and tear. In the hardest 

times, the love of Jesus and the love of one another nourish us. Our roots in God remain vital 

enough to hold us secure through even the most terrifying of circumstances. 

 

March 24 – The Care and Keeping of Us 

“let it alone for one more year, until I dig around it and put manure on it” – Luke 13:8 

Luke 13:1-9; Isaiah 55:1-9 

 Disaster can come no matter how strong our roots, but it will feel more calamitous if we 

have not tended to our faith. Life abundant is there and welcoming us, yet sometimes ignore 

our roots and we fail to bear fruit. Faith requires careful tending. We tend to one another and to 

ourselves in our lives of faith so that we will overflow with the fruit of God. 



 

March 31 – New growth  

“So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation” – 2 Cor. 5:17 

Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32; 2 Corinthians 5:16-21  

When a wildfire has ripped through a landscape it can appear that all is dead, that there 

is no life left. Yet, roots are there, waiting to spring forth. What once was lost is now thriving. 

But change is often uncomfortable, we may distrust signs of new growth. Yet, when we return 

to our roots in Christ, seeing all anew, we recognize that all is a new creation. 

 

April 7 – Growing in God 

“the people whom I formed” – Isaiah 43:21 

John 12:1-8; Isaiah 43:16-21 

 When we look at the world, are we able to see what God is doing? Do we respond with 

hearts rooted in faith or in our own desires? Sometimes our eyes are shadowed, but our roots 

remain. As we branch out in the world our roots direct and nourish us to stay true to the values 

of our God. 

 

April 14 – A Seed Sprouts 

“If these were silent, the stones would shout out.” – Luke 19:40 

Luke 19:28-40; selections 22:14-26:56 (Passion Sunday) 

 God’s roots are so firmly in us and ours are so firmly in God that there will be no 

uprooting. Jesus enters in triumph. God is come. A new creation is bursting forth. But not all 

see God’s beauty in this new life. Pain and suffering will come. It may feel as if our roots 

cannot hold us. 

No sermon, but a journey through the final week of Jesus through story and song. 



April 18 – Maundy Thursday 

“He said to them, ‘I have eagerly desired to eat this Passover with you before I suffer; for I tell 

you, I will not eat it until it is fulfilled in the kingdom of God.’” – Luke 22:15-16 

 We are rooted and flourish in community. Jesus gathers his disciples, his closest 

friends, to feast, to nourish and be nourished as he walks the path being rooted in God has led 

him to. This night we walk the path with him. 

 

April 21 – Unbelievable Life 

“Why do you look for the living among the dead?” – Luke 24:5 

Luke 24:1-12; Isaiah 65:17-25 

 When we expect death, God gives us life. When we think our roots have come 

untethered, God reminds us that we are never beyond God’s salvation. We are rooted in God 

and God will not let us go. Even death cannot separate us from the love of God. We are given 

the promise of abundant life. Let us hear and live the promise. 

 

 


