
Hypocrites and Other Faithful People 

August 25 – September 15, 2019 

 

“Am I a God near by, says the LORD, and not a God far off?” – Jeremiah 23:23 

 Jesus often calls people out as hypocrites, people who say one thing and do another. 

Sometimes we struggle to hold together multiple parts of our faith, to allow God to guide, to act 

as we know we should. We are called into a faithful life, to use eyes guided by the Spirit. We 

are called to encounter divine paradoxes and to step faithfully into complicated situations 

guided by our understanding of God’s love. 

 

August 25 – Unrealistic Expectations 

“Do you think that I have come to bring peace to the earth?” – Luke 12:51 

Luke 12:49-56; Jeremiah 23:23-29 

 The Prince of Peace comes not to bring peace but division. What!?! How can the author 

of all love bring division? This is not paradox but a question of what we expect to see. We 

know how to interpret the world around us, but do we take our worldly eyes and turn them on 

the work of God? With God filled eyes we might discover we must lose in order to find. 

 

September 1 – Standing Straight 

“then you shall take delight in the LORD” – Isaiah 58:14 

Luke 13:10-17; Isaiah 58:9b-14 

 The rules are there for a reason. They help us maintain orderly lives, faithful lives. Yet, 

do we notice when we have ordered ourselves so well that no deviation is permitted? We are 

asked to open our eyes to the ways our practices keep others from living faithful lives with us. 

We are asked to rejoice not only in our own freedom but in the freedom of others. 



 

September 8 – You first 

“Pride was not created for human beings” – Sirach 10:18 

Luke 14:1, 7-14; Sirach 10:12-18 

 To be deserving of honor assume you are not deserving of honor. On its surface Jesus’ 

advice to not take pride of place but to let others raise you to seems solid. But, this is not 

advice about how to get noticed by other people in the best possible way. This is a radically 

different way to understand ourselves in the world. Don’t seek for the high place. Maybe you’ll 

get it, but it doesn’t really matter so don’t look for it. You are no better than anyone else. Live 

your life not to be recognized and praised by others but to live out the love of God. 

 

September 15 – Holy Expectations 

“This is the day that the Lord has made” – Psalm 118:24 

Psalm 126:3; Psalm 118:24 

 Over the past weeks we have seen there are choices that must be made to live a 

faithful life. They won’t be easy choices. They may make us profoundly uncomfortable. We 

may have to give up someone or something we value. Yet, in the sacrifice we will find 

ourselves and our love transformed into something greater. Today we hear how giving of time 

and energy in service to others draws us closer to God. Dan, Doris, and Minni share their 

encounters with the holy as they ministered alongside families in Guatemala.  

 


