
Be Not Afraid 

April 12 – 26, 2020 

 

“For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the 

Lord our God calls” – Acts 2:39 

 Fear can blind us. When our world is rocked, we cling to what we already know. But, 

especially in the midst of our hardest times, God is there, doing a new thing. Will we let fear 

box us in or will we open our hearts to God’s hope? In the midst of death, God creates life. 

Christ is, indeed, Risen. 

 

 

April 12 – Blinded by the Light 

“for as yet they did not understand the scripture, that he must rise from the dead” – John 20:9 

John 20:1-18; Acts 10:34-43 

 “Why are you weeping?” A strange question to ask someone visiting a tomb. In the 

depths of grief, Mary and the disciples find the body of Jesus is gone. They cannot understand 

the signs before them. The disciples turn and go home. Mary begs for the return of the body. 

Their fear turns hope away. Then, Jesus speaks Mary’s name and all fear is gone. Jesus is not 

dead. He is alive! Anything is possible 

 

  



 

April 19 – Seeing Is Not Believing 

“Jesus came and stood among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’” – John 20:19 

John 20:19-31; Acts 2:14a, 22-32 

 The leaders of Israel let their fear of Rome keep them from seeing the hope embodied 

in Jesus’ ministry. Mary shared the wonderful news of Jesus’ resurrection, but the disciples 

locked themselves in a room in fear. Jesus gives peace, but they cannot move from their 

hiding place. They want more proof of God’s love. After everything they have seen, what are 

they waiting for? 

 

 

April 26 – Too Good to be True 

“how slow of heart to believe all that the prophets have declared” – Luke 24:25 

Luke 24:13-35; Acts 2:14a, 36-41 

 Meeting a stranger along the road, the disciples are shocked that he doesn’t know what 

has happened the last few days in Jerusalem. As he opens the scripture for them, their hearts 

are amazed. Yet, even then, they do not recognize the one beside them. They cannot see past 

their fear to the good news before them. As night is falling, they invite the stranger to share 

their bread. He took it, blessed and broke it. In that gift they recognize Jesus is with them, risen 

from the dead just as he had promised and nothing can hold them back. 


