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Tuesday, December 8, 2020 

As we journey through this Advent season and think ahead to Christmas celebrations, 

I must admit to sadness. So much of what I love about this season, traditions that bring 

me joy, is absent or radically altered this year. Because of that, the songs of the season 

that I find playing most often in my head aren’t the joyous, fun ones, but the nostalgic, 

melancholy songs. One that has been coming to mind often is “Have Yourself a Merry 

Little Christmas” written by Hugh Martin and Ralph Blane. On its surface, the words seem 

lovely and positive: “Have yourself a merry little Christmas/ Let your heart be light/ From now on/ Our troubles 

will be out of sight.” Yet this song, written for the movie Meet Me in St. Louis, speaks to celebrating through tears 

and grief of things changed. In the movie, Esther (Judy Garland) sings to her 5-year-old sister Tootie (Margaret 

O’Brien) as they deal with the emotional fallout of being informed that the whole family will be moving to New 

York for their father’s job. Tootie is devastated. What is the point of celebrating when everything will be different; 

how can any good be found?  

This year, our Christmas will not be all that we wish it to be. We will not be together either in our traditional 

parties and family gatherings or as a church community. This is deeply grieving. We crave our traditions in a year 

where everything seems so off-kilter. We long for “Faithful friends who are dear to us/ [to] Gather near to us, 

once more”. But, instead, we are asked to embody and experience the heart and feeling of our traditions in new 

ways. Like Tootie, we are in pain at that prospect.  

For me, the tradition I will miss the most is gathering in a circle of candlelight in the sanctuary at the end of 

the Christmas Eve service while singing Silent Night. It is such a beautiful moment and it is what tells my heart 

that Christ has, indeed, been born. This year, we will not have that. We will not gather together in the sanctuary. 

We will gather in spirit and we will gather in our households, but we will not be together in person. Our service 

will be fully online.  

It will different. Yet, because we will not be physically together, we will be able to sing our songs together. 

We will still share the light and hear the stories of our tradition, and we will know that our hearts are together 

even if our bodies cannot be.  

“Through the years/ We all will be together/ If the fates allow”. Next year, we will sing and share the light 

from person to person. But until then, we are not alone, all is not lost. So, “have yourself a merry little Christmas 

now.” Laura 

 

Join Us for Sunday School! 

We meet by Zoom at 11:30am for an all-ages Sunday school. We hope you will join us 

each Sunday as we hear stories, talk about them and our lives, and do a few fun crafts as well. 

The Zoom link is in the weekly email announcements or you may email one of us and we 

will send it to you. There will be no class on December 27. 

If you would like to receive materials for the classes, please let one of us know. But you can attend with or 

without those materials. Laura Reed, Ruth Martin, Betty Prorak 

Foresight 
Looking to the Future 
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Tuesday and Thursday Gatherings 

On Tuesdays at 10:00am and Thursdays at 7:30pm you can join others from CCVP online or by phone through 

Zoom meetings to chat and/or pray. Call 1-312-626-6799. On Tuesdays, meeting ID 212 368 731 with password 

437319. On Thursdays, meeting ID 347 464 975 with password 186082. Zoom computer links are in the weekly 

email announcements. 

 

Caroling Party Cancelled 

The worship committee had hoped to gather in the parking lot to sing carols this Saturday, but the infection 

rates in our area and the size limits for gatherings brought us to the sad conclusion that we should not meet. 

 

 

Disciples Food Pantry 

November Stats:  

126 Households served 

471 People served 

The Pantry is open every 

Wednesday 9:30-11:30am. 

Clients enter from Villa Avenue and 

receive food by the parking lot door. 
 

 

Stories to Share? 

Do you have something to share about what you’ve been doing during the pandemic or something specific 

over the holidays? Send your story to Betty Prorak at BLProrak@yahoo.com or mail it to the church by January 

10, 2021 to be included in the next Foresight.  

 

 

Congregational Meeting on December 13 

A congregational meeting will be held via Zoom at 12:30pm on Sunday, December 13, 2020 to consider the 

proposed budget for 2021 and affirm those who have been called to serve on the Stewardship Council. At that 

time, we will also share where we are in the process of selling our church building. Members and contributing 

friends of the church will find inserts in this Foresight about the sale. Members on our email list received 

information via a special email on Monday. 

The Zoom link for the congregational meeting was in an email sent on November 25. Phone-in information was 

mailed to members without email that same day.  

 

 

November 30, 2020 Financial Summary 

 November YTD 

 Income for budget items: $9,143.24 $97,250.34 

 Budgeted expenses: $10,253.86 $92,804.78 

Thank you for your faithful giving! If you are able, please continue to give to the work of the church by mailing 

a check to the church or by giving online at 

https://www.myeoffering.com/eonline/index.php/dashboard/login/4498  

Questions? Contact Betty Prorak at 847-977-0797 or BLProrak@yahoo.com  

mailto:BLProrak@yahoo.com
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Fund-raising with Gift Cards, Amazon 

The next Great Lakes Scrip gift card order will be due on January 10, 2021. There are many 

different gift cards available, each giving the church a portion of your purchase price. If this will be 

your first order from www.shopwithscrip.com, please contact Betty Prorak (BLProrak@yahoo.com) 

for the church’s enrollment code.  

The next order for Jewel gift cards will be placed at the beginning of February. Please let Betty Prorak know 

what card(s) you would like to order by February 7 for them to be delivered by February 14. The church receives 

5% of the cost of any cards we order as a group. 

Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do, a portion of your purchase price for qualifying 

items can come to the Christian Church of Villa Park by choosing the church as your recipient 

in their AmazonSmile program. It doesn’t cost you anything extra to participate; it just shares 

the profit with a charity of your choice. If you have any questions, ask Betty Prorak. 

 

 

Worship 

Worship will continue on Facebook Live each Sunday at 10am. You are welcome in the sanctuary at that time 

if you have read the guidelines posted on the church’s website and are comfortable in coming. 

A video of each worship service is also available on the church’s website on the worship page. 

 

 

 

From Raja’s Aunt, Lily Agnes Solomon 

Raja Philip was very close to his Aunt Lily. During worship on November 22, Raja shared this poem that she 

wrote late in her life: 

For those that love me and for those I love 

1. When I am gone, release me, let me go 

I have so many things to see and do 

You must not tie yourself to me with tears 

Be thankful for our beautiful years 

2. I gave you my love, you can only guess 

How much you gave me in happiness 

I thank you for the love that each of you has shown 

But now it’s time, I travelled alone 

3. So grieve a while for me and grieve you must 

Then let your grief be comforted by trust 

It’s only for a time we must part 

So bless the memories in your heart 

4. I won’t be far away, for life goes on 

So if you need me, call, I’ll come 

Though you cannot see me or touch me I’ll be near 

For I will be inside you in spirit, clear. 

5. And if you listen with your heart, you’ll hear 

All my love around you soft and dear 

And then when you must come this way alone 

I’ll greet you with a smile and say ‘welcome home’ 

Lily Agnes Solomon, 11/19/1916-5/9/2011 
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Rejoice
As partners in the ministry, the Regional Church and local congregations 

work together. The staff and volunteers in the Regional church serve local 

congregations and their leaders by:

Thank you for sharing your fine gifts for the ministries we 
share through The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) in 
Illinois and Wisconsin.  Your offerings make a difference! 

100% of your gifts to the Christmas Offering support CCIW.

“Together Making Disciples of  Christ”

This is an example of how the Regional Church provides opportunities to 
equip leaders for Pastoral Ministry in our congregations.  It is our goal to 
advance God’s Kingdom together and show God’s love. Your contribution in 
today’s offering will help assist the Region in our continued progress. We’re all 
in this together!

• Starting new churches

• Providing engaging camps & 

youth events

• Helping congregations with their 

communication initiatives

• Creating global connections in 

Guatemala & other countries

• Leading anti-racism training

• Promoting congregational 

transformation

• Assisting congregations with telling 

Life Giving & Life Changing Stories

• Offering mission opportunities

• Providing a School for Ministry

The School for Ministry started out as a noble concept with a mission to prepare 

men and women to serve as Commissioned Ministers (DOC) and Lay Ministers 

(UCC) for the 21st Century. Now entering its third year of service, the School 

currently enrolls 19 students from all walks of life. At the end of their journey, 

they will earn a Certificate of Pastoral Ministry, awarded in a partnership with the 

School and Phillips Theological Seminary. We continue to prepare new shepherds 

to feed God’s sheep in a world hungry for justice, love, and peace.

When they saw the star, they rejoiced 

exceedingly with great joy. 

2020 Christmas Special Offering

Matthew 2:10

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Christmas Special Offering will be received on December 13 and 20. 

You may make your offering through CCVP, designated to the Christmas offering, or you can donate 

directly to Disciples Mission Fund at:  https://disciplesmissionfund.org/give/ 

 

Christmas Eve Worship Service 

The Christmas Eve worship service will begin at 7:00pm on December 24 and will be broadcast via 

Facebook Live. As Laura said in her column, it will be different. Only Laura, Josh, and Amelia will be 

in the sanctuary, accompanied by Eric Hays on piano. The congregation will attend from home. 

https://disciplesmissionfund.org/give/


January Celebrations 

 

 

 6 Vivian Mendoza 

 8 Justin Verson 

 

 

 

 3 Diane and Chuck Bohl 

 9 Doris and Dan Carter 

 

 

Scott Woolridge Retires 

Associate Regional Minister Scott Woolridge is retiring from the staff of the Christian Church in Illinois and 

Wisconsin on December 31, 2020 after 31 years of service. A retirement party was held via Zoom on Sunday, 

December 6, where he shared that he will start as Interim Minister for First Christian Church in Springfield on 

January 1, 2021. Retired?? 

 

 

Joys and Thanksgiving 

Many give thanks for family and birthdays. 

Amelia Reed is thankful for stars and constellations and all of God’s creation. Betty and 

Steve Prorak give thanks that Steve had relatively minor injuries from his bike accident last 

month. It could have been much worse! 

It is a joy that people gather to watch worship together on Sunday mornings; that they can share there and 

keep in touch with one another. 

We give thanks for authors of beautiful, thoughtful (sometimes funny) books for children that can be shared 

in worship with a message for all of us. 

Many families give thanks for creative ways that people spent time together – safely – for Thanksgiving. 

Thanksgiving for Advent, devotions, and crafts. 

Betty Prorak is thankful for birthday greetings from family and friends across the nation, plus a couple from 

Europe. 

 

 

Please Pray… 

For health for Ruth Martin. 

For Steve Prorak as he heals and attends physical therapy. 

For strength and healing for Clara Craft. 

For Dr. Milhouse (one of Tina Amodeo’s physicians). She contracted COVID-19. 

For the people of Costa Rica and other areas impacted by recent storms. 

For John Martin’s continued recovery from his surgery on November 24. 

For Tina Amodeo’s mom and dad and her uncle Richard. 

For baby Una who was in NICU on November 21. 

For healing for Jane Reid’s knee; she sprained it a few weeks ago. 

For the parts to repair the boiler at church to come soon. Pray for sunny days and passive solar heating. 

For the Christian Church of Arlington Heights. There was fire in their building on Sunday afternoon. No one 

was hurt. The cause is unknown at this time. 

For Laura Reed as she continues her work as our Pastor. 

For our communities and our nation to find equitable solutions to deep seated issues. 
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