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Tuesday, September 8, 2020  

I am the parent of a newly minted kindergartener. It is a whole new world. This was always 

going to be a big moment, but it is so different from the way I imagined it would be. I didn’t 

give her a hug and a kiss and wave at her as she rode off on the school bus. I held her hand 

and walked her around the building, from the front door to the back door, so we could “go 

to school”. Instead of spending her first day getting to know her classmates, she spent the 

first day learning to use Zoom. Her resources were depleted by noon. I could do nothing but 

love her through her struggle.  

She is in a period of growth and change that would have been fueled by joy and tears 

even without the headaches of technology. Transitioning into a new way of life, learning new things, is deeply 

challenging. It is hard and painful and beautiful. Whether it is kindergarten or cultural and social transformation, 

we are called to love one another through the struggle. To uphold and uplift. 

Some days, some months, some years, it seems the tears come more readily than the joy. That the pain is vast 

and the possibilities hidden. It has seemed especially so this year as overwhelming challenge after overwhelming 

challenge confronts us. There is so much that deserves our tears. Illness and death. Loss of interaction and jobs. 

Unstable finances and lives. Deep racial injustice and our own complicity in it. The disappearance of the ways 

we used to gather and the ways we used to be supported in our pain. How do we get through it all? The isolation 

that has come from pandemic. The horror and anger at the murder of George Floyd, exacerbated by the shooting 

of Jason Blake so close to home. How do we hold that and not burst? 

We make space for grief, in our lives and our communities. If we cannot grieve, we cannot move. Grief means 

we don’t forget about what has happened. It embeds us in what has changed and what needs to change. As I grieve 

the loss of my “normal” ways of life, I can also see all the ways my normal has contributed to oppression of 

others. As I grieve the actions of the state, the lives lost, in Minneapolis, in Kenosha, in Chicago, in too many 

other places across our country, I must also see my own complicity in systems of injustice and racism. As I slip 

deeper into discomfort, I recognize the ways I have been all too comfortable with the way the world is.  

It is important to hold space for this discomfort, for these tears. Because without them what has come before 

is meaningless, it cannot reform and transform us. We are talking in worship right now about God’s love. God’s 

love makes space for grief. It demands tears, because we must be able to cry not just for ourselves but for each 

and every other person. God’s love is a challenging call to change the way we live our lives. It is an active thing 

not a pretty feeling. It overflows it’s bounds because there is more than enough for us all.  

We are overwhelmed. Our tears fall. Because of that, we can begin to live fully into God’s love. 

Laura 

 

Worship 

Worship will continue on Facebook Live each Sunday at 10am. You are welcome in the sanctuary at that time 

if you are comfortable in coming. 

 

Foresight 
Looking to the Future 
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Disciples Food Pantry 

August Stats:  

92 Households served 

357 People served 

The Pantry is open every Wednesday 9:30-11:30am. 

Clients enter from Villa Avenue and receive food by the parking lot door. 
 

 

 

Love Your Neighbor Day – September 19, 2020  

 Love Your Neighbor Day 2020 will take place on Saturday, September 19, 2020 (rain date 

September 26, 2020) with safety precautions in place. This year, the volunteers will not gather in 

our sanctuary to kick off the day, but instead will be going directly to their assigned home site to 

meet their team to do only outdoor work. 

We will be helping between 15 to 20 of our neighbors in the Lombard/Villa Park area who need 

our help. We have over 60 volunteers from a number of area churches who have signed up to do the work. Thank 

you to Chuck Bohl, Dan Carter, Ruth Martin, John Martin and Betty Prorak who have served on the Love Your 

Neighbor Day 2020 Planning Team and have helped to keep this ministry going in a challenging year. 

Doris Carter 

 

 

 October 4, 2020 

As with so many things recently, the CROP Hunger Walk will look different this fall than it has in the past. 

Instead of the usual gathering of teams at Lombard Commons, each team will choose their own location to walk. 

While final details need to be worked out, CCVP’s current plan is for our walkers to meet in the church parking 

lot at 11:30am on October 4 to walk a mile or so in the neighborhood of the church. 

Walkers can sign up and/or donors can give at the church’s CROP Hunger Walk page: 

www.crophungerwalk.org/lombardil/Team/View/131324/Christian-Church-of-Villa-Park 

Or donors can send a check to the church, made out to Christian Church of Villa Park, with a note designating 

it for the CROP Walk. 

Funds raised through the CROP Hunger Walk are used to fight hunger locally through food pantries – 

including our own – nationally, and worldwide. 

 

 

Tuesday and Thursday Gatherings 

On Tuesdays at 10:00am and Thursdays at 7:30pm you can join others from CCVP online or by phone through 

Zoom meetings. Call 1-312-626-6799. On Tuesdays, meeting ID 212 368 731 with password 437319. On 

Thursdays, meeting ID 347 464 975 with password 186082. Zoom computer links are in the weekly email 

announcements. 

 

 

http://www.crophungerwalk.org/lombardil/Team/View/131324/Christian-Church-of-Villa-Park


Fund-raising with Gift Cards, Amazon 

The next order for Jewel gift cards will be placed at the end of this month. Please let Betty Prorak 

know what card(s) you would like to order by September 27 for them to be delivered by October 4. 

The church receives 5% of the cost of any cards we order as a group. 

The next Great Lakes Scrip gift card order is due Sunday, November 1. There are many different 

gift cards available, each giving the church a portion of your purchase price. If this will be your first order from 

www.shopwithscrip.com, please contact Betty Prorak (BLProrak@yahoo.com) for the church’s enrollment code.  

Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do, a portion of your purchase price for qualifying 

items can come to the Christian Church of Villa Park by choosing the church as your 

recipient in their AmazonSmile program. It doesn’t cost you anything extra to participate; 

it just shares the profit with a charity of your choice. If you have any questions, ask Betty 

Prorak.  

 

 

August 31, 2020 Financial Summary 

 August YTD 

 Income for budget items: $7,843.25 $70,166.10 

 Budgeted expenses: $7,754.46 $68,210.79 

Thank you for your faithful giving! If you are able, please continue to give to the work of the church by mailing 

a check to the church or by giving online at 

https://www.myeoffering.com/eonline/index.php/dashboard/login/4498  

Questions? Contact Betty Prorak at 847-977-0797 or BLProrak@yahoo.com  

 

 

October Celebrations 

 8 Jerry Robbins (90th!) 

 11 Haley Gomez 

 21 Ed Slinkman 

 28 Sofia Esparza 

 29 Melina Felix 

 
17   Sue and Ray Severino 

 

 

Joys and Thanksgivings 

Grandparents give thanks for time with grandchildren; parents give thanks for time to 

themselves while their children are with grandparents. 

Betty Prorak is joyful that her friend Cyndi is completely recuperated from COVID-19. 

It is a joy that Debra was unhurt when her car was hit by another driver a few weeks ago. 

Amelia Reed gives thanks for tacos and the abundant bounty of creation which allows us so much good food. 

She is also thankful for puddles to jump in. 

Joshua Reed gives thanks for Señora Rosales and all school teachers who are trying to deliver good education 

to our kids this year. 

Ruth Martin gives thanks for nature and for God’s love. 

The Carters and Reeds give thanks for time with family on vacation. 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
https://www.myeoffering.com/eonline/index.php/dashboard/login/4498
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Please Pray… 

For the health of both of Tina Amodeo’s parents. 

For comfort for Kathleen whose father passed away from COVID-19. 

For healing for Janice. 

For strength and guidance for Adriana. 

For relief from pain for Minni, Ruth, and Tina. 

For Joan Fuller’s granddaughter Clover and her family. 

For Joan Fuller’s health (hoping it’s just an allergy). 

For those who fearful of illness, for safe travels, and for those recovering from illness. 

For school children and their parents as they figure out how to “do school” this fall. 

For Laura Reed as she continues her work as our Pastor. 

For our communities and our nation to find equitable solutions to deep seated issues. 

 

 

Betty and Steve Prorak enjoyed a few days canoeing in the Sylvania Wilderness in the 

U.P. They will soon be on a canoe trip in the Boundary Waters in northern Minnesota. 

Ken Newton has a weekly lunch with his son John. 

Most Sunday mornings find Ruth Martin spending time with her mom Clara Craft. Ruth recently bought a 

new car that she hopes she will be able to get in and out of more easily than her former vehicle. 

 

 

Jane Reid’s Story 

This summer I signed up for a course called “Yes to Success,” a course Debra Poneman has taught for 40 

years. I am acquainted with her, and would have to say she is living the spiritual life as one is meant to. Her joy 

and love radiate outward and you know she really cares about you. She will guarantee that if there is something 

you want to do or work through, using spiritual laws will lead you to an answer. She does not represent any 

church, is not preaching at you, but encourages you to overcome whatever is keeping you from moving forward. 

Her classes are very unusual. Homework yes, but not tests and she does not need to know what you are following 

or rejecting of what she teaches. Hundreds around the world signed up, and blogged daily which opened up new 

friends everywhere. I am now with someone who has offered to help me with a project I had no idea of how to 

accomplish. This is what happens. If you are not aware of Debra Poneman, I would strongly recommend going 

online to order one of her books. Her way of bringing in laws written in the Bible and in Indian Yoga teachings 

becomes clear as to their meaning and how to live by them. So, that is my summer doing, and exciting and fun it 

has been. She decided to add a second course because of what was occurring with the members, and I have signed 

up for that too. 

 

 

Do you have something to share about what you’ve been doing during the pandemic? Send your story to Betty 

Prorak at BLProrak@yahoo.com or mail it to the church by October 9 to be included in the next Foresight. 

mailto:BLProrak@yahoo.com

	Christian Church of Villa Park
	1336 S. Villa Avenue
	Worship
	Looking to the Future
	Love Your Neighbor Day – September 19, 2020
	Tuesday and Thursday Gatherings
	Fund-raising with Gift Cards, Amazon
	August 31, 2020 Financial Summary
	October Celebrations
	Joys and Thanksgivings
	Please Pray…
	Jane Reid’s Story

