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CCVP Narrative Budget 2021 

The Christian Church of Villa Park 

(Disciples of Christ) 

How Our Money Becomes Ministry 

 

 

Through the Spirit we seek to enact the love of God made 
incarnate in our Savior Jesus Christ. 

Introduction 
In 2020 we shared a budget that envisioned us living ever more deeply into our Design. We have done 

much that we set out to do in the last year and we have found unexpected paths along the way. The year 2020 

has been a year of reaction, renewal, and restructuring. 2020 forced us to try new things and we have found 

unexpected joy and gifts in all that we have experienced. At the same time, we have struggled with change, 

restrictions, and things just not working. Every failure taught us something and we will continue to learn new 

ways of ministering and living out our faith in the coming year. We experienced new ways and spaces of 

worship. New faces joined us and new leaders stepped up. We have continued to serve those around us and to 

learn together despite the restrictions necessary to prevent the spread of COVID-19. We will continue to do all 

this and more in the coming year because that is who we are.  

In 2021, we will continue exploring our call in God and how our physical space allows us to answer that 

call as the safety issues become less acute. We are the Christian Church of Villa Park and we walk in the 

strength of our faith together. 

The story on the following pages provides just a glimpse of our shared vision for the coming year. The 

‘price tag’ will show you what we need to bring it to life. None of these dreams can come to life without the 

generous stewardship of the congregation, sharing their time, talents, and treasures. Throughout the shifts 

and changes of 2020, your gifts enabled us to continue to live fully into our budget and we are confident that, 

together, we can continue to do so in the coming year. By the grace of God, we’re looking to another year of 

fruitful witness to the love and grace of God.  
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Expected Ministry Budget for 2021      $113,200 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Our Budget 2021 $113,200: Through the Spirit… 
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Worshiping     $43,724 
We are disciples, followers of Jesus. Each week we will seek to create worship services in person and 

online that renew and transform our hearts and minds to God's call. Worship is an act of the entire gathered 

community, united physically and electronically. Participation of members of the congregation in the 

leadership of worship and the communal acts of worship is essential to how we understand ourselves. All are 

gifted to serve and we will create possibilities for everyone to be fully present regardless of their locations. 

Rev. Reed hopes to create worship that invites all to 

share their faith and to develop relationships with one another. 

We will continue exploring some of our worship practices more 

deeply, asking ourselves why we do what we do and how that 

impacts our lives in the "new normal."  We will explore creative 

ways for all to participate in creating worship together. 

Prayer, scripture, music, message, and communion continue to be essential pieces of our worship even 

as they look different than they once did. Rev. Reed will continue the practice of developing worship series 

with the wisdom of the worship committee. Especially for those who cannot join worship live, Rev. Reed will 

continue to link videos of our worship services on the church’s website. Until health recommendations change, 

we are unable to sing together.  Eric Hays, however, will continue to lead us in worshipping through a variety 

of musical styles. As described in our Design, Deacons are called to lead in service to the church community, 

particularly through the preparation for and cleaning of our worship space. In the coming year, we hope to 

return to the possibility that we will benefit from the Deacons continuing to live into their enhanced call to 

serve our community. 

Beyond Sunday morning, we will strive to make worship a part of all ministries. For example, the 

Stewardship Council meetings and Ministry Gatherings will continue with a candle being lit and a time of 

devotion; Elders meetings will include a time of group prayer. Any time that two or three of us gather to carry 

out the work of our Lord, we will acknowledge the presence of God and worship Her however we gather. 

 

 

Stewarding     $6,845 
We are stewards. Throughout 2020 the Stewardship Council has been leading the congregation in 

discernment about our physical property and exploring how we can be most faithful with the resources God 

has given to us. In the coming year, the Stewardship Council plans to continue discussions with New Life about 

the sale of the building. The Stewardship Council is committed to thinking critically and faithfully about not 

only our financial resources but those of time and relationship, place and story, as it seeks to follow God’s will 

for our community. 

Much of the focus of the Stewardship Council is on resources reflected in the annual budget, but we 

have other resources that are also cared for by the Council. Although not reflected in the annual budget, they 

are critical pieces of how we provide witness to God’s grace throughout the world. Monies for these ministries 

come from a variety of sources including past fundraising campaigns, direct community donations, and 

donations given in memory of beloved members of our congregation. The mission of the church extends 

beyond what we could hope to accomplish alone.  

Worship Committee Meeting 
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Over the past year members of our congregation continued donations to our many extra budget 

missions. We gave $1,676 to special day offerings of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). Individual giving 

to these offerings supports mission around the world and down the street. It goes to disaster relief, new 

church starts, anti-racism/pro-reconciliation work, education, camps, and much more.  

We give our time and money to easing hunger around the world and in 

Villa Park through the local CROP Walk. Joining virtually with other faith-filled 

walkers from our area, walkers from our congregation raised over $1,400 in 2020 

and we hope to raise even more next year.  Additionally, over the last 12 

months, individuals in the church have given hundreds of hours of volunteer time 

to the Food Pantry. The Pantry receives funds from individuals outside the 

church and from community groups.  

After six incredible years, we again look to reach out to serve our community through “Love Your 

Neighbor Day.” We look forward to collaborating with more congregations as this grows as a community day 

of service assisting those financially and/or physically unable to complete work at their homes. Many 

congregations and members of the community participated with us as more than 90 volunteers repaired, 

cleaned, cleared debris, painted, and helped 21 families in our community with outside work. We will continue 

to grow this ministry in the coming year, returning to offering a full range of help, and hope to have even more 

volunteers helping more families in 2021. 

 

Leading Spiritually         $10,210 
We are still learning. As people of faith we are all called to continue growing in our faith in community. 

Life is a conversation, a process of discovery among friends. We learn from and grow with one another, 

receiving wisdom from those who journey with us. We are called to pray, read, discern, and grow together into 

God’s vision for us. 

In 2021, we will continue, as individuals and congregation, to explore what it means to give our whole 

lives to God. God calls us to do more than show up on Sunday mornings and give of our excess. We will grow 

together in reimagining our lives as abundant in gifts allowing us to share God’s love with the world. 

In the coming year, the Elders will continue to meet together via Zoom, renewing their spirits and 

living deeply into the roles the Design has called them. They will faithfully gather resources to help them guide 

and equip other leaders in this congregation and seek new ways to enhance the congregation’s spiritual vitality 

on its journey into the "new normal." 

All in our congregation are encouraged to set aside time to reflect with God and spiritual conversation 

partners what ways God is calling us, but this is particularly true for our leaders. Our leaders will continue 

taking 3-month sabbaticals from their leadership roles to rest and hear God’s call anew. This allows all of us to 

remain open to the dynamic call of God in our midst. 

 

 

CROP Walk 2021 
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Our Sunday school classes will continue, but as an all-ages, 

online community. We are developing a Zoom class that focuses on 

building community as we learn together. We will share stories and 

conversation, encouraging questions and sharing our gifts. We are 

also planning to collaborate with other Disciples congregations to learn with one another. We hope to 

collaborate with the Christian Church of Arlington Heights to create a mentor-based model of preparing for 

baptism. There are also plans to delve into conversations on race with Grace Christian Church, First Christian 

Church of Downers Grove, and the Christian Church of Arlington Heights once we can again gather in person. 

We affirm that our faith in and relationship with God grow as we converse with those outside of our 

immediate community. Rev. Reed, joining with other faith leaders, will continue, as part of Interfaith Partners 

of Villa Park and Lombard, to provide the community with places of conversation, prayer, song, and reflection. 

She will also continue to learn through conversation with local ecumenical and Disciples clergy as these groups 

are able to meet.  

 

Caring for One Another     $12,679 
We are caregivers. In the coming year, we will explore ways for members of our congregation of all 

ages to build and strengthen our relationships with each other, talk about faith and life, laugh and have fun 

with one another. We will look for new ways we can come to know one another better. 

Since the pandemic began, we have viscerally experienced the importance of connections with one 

another. Because of this we have discovered new ways of coming together. We have opportunities to meet 

twice a week on Zoom, creating a space for anyone to come where we support one another in times of trial 

and we share joyous events together. 

We share news, stories, events, and more in our newsletter. We make our life together visible through 

our website. These will continue to be vital pieces of our ministry and will be important tools in our 

transformation.  We will share our story in more ways in the coming year and use the many tools of 

communication to reach out and encourage participation in new ways. 

 

 
 

For I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, 

I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 

I was naked and you gave me clothing, 

I was sick and you took care of me, 

I was in prison and you visited me. 

- Matthew 25:35-36 
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Serving Our Neighbors     $27,677 
We are called by God to be servants within our community and witnesses to God’s promise for each 

and every one of God’s children. Where we see suffering, we help to alleviate it. Where we see hurt, we 

provide comfort. In the coming year, we will continue to discern new ways in which to witness to God’s love 

and grace in our community.  

Disciples Food Pantry is a wonderful expression of Christian spirit and over the past 

12 months we were able to help feed many people. Because of the pandemic, we 

reimagined this ministry as a drive-thru service on Wednesday mornings. We are blessed to 

be able to keep helping our community. The work of volunteers from our congregation and 

the wider community blesses our building. We give thanks that many have been touched by 

this ministry, including several clients who have been so 

moved by the welcome and help they have received that 

they are called to give back. When possible, we hope to continue expanding 

the impact of our ministry on our community by returning to inside service. 

The food pantry will continue to be a place for connections with other 

community members and organizations to flourish. 

We look to grow not only in how we care for those around us, but also in how we know them and how 

they know us. We seek to follow God in opening our doors to those around us and welcoming them as they 

are. 

Rev. Reed also continues to address emergency needs of our neighbors through the Pastor’s 

Discretionary Fund. 

To keep everyone healthy we suspended our ministry with Terra Vista in February. We hope to be able 

to resume the sharing of worship services once a month with this community in 2021. Volunteers hopefully 

will provide even more leadership of this ministry. We look forward to continuing and growing these 

relationships in the coming year. 

We continue to grow in our ability to demonstrate Christian hospitality by opening our building to 

several different groups that serve our community. We provide a welcoming space for two Alcoholics 

Anonymous groups, two Narcotics Anonymous groups, and one Clutterers Anonymous group to come and 

experience God as a healing presence in their lives. We share space with New Life Bible Chapel. Through their 

Sunday study, fellowship, and worship and Saturday evening prayer services more people may be reached with 

the saving grace of the Gospel. In sharing our space, we share in the work God is doing in many lives while 

maintaining the strict cleanliness and social distancing necessary to contain the pandemic. 

As a congregation, we support the regional ministries of the Christian Church in Illinois/Wisconsin and 

the general ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). By giving to our regional and general 

denominational ministries, we are becoming better stewards and participating in ministries that reach 

neighbors in our community and across the world. In 2021, we will increase the portion of our budget 

supporting these ministries. We believe that our God created a world filled with generosity and we believe 

that living into this generosity is an act of faith. By expressing this generosity to our denomination, we are 

connecting to other people of faith throughout the entire world. 
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Sustaining and Growing our Ministries    $8,864 
We are a community. As we are in ministry together, we know that we do not act in solitude, that we 

are enriched by being in a community of believers and sharing our ministry. We look forward to the renewal, 

conversation, and ideas that will come out of our Ministry Gatherings in the next year. The Ministry Gathering 

is a place not only for current ministries, but a place from which new ministries will arise. We are exploring 

new ways of meeting and holding these vibrant conversations. 

CCVP 20/20, our visioning ministry, will focus on discerning what new ways God will be calling us as we 

enter the "new normal." 

Rev. Reed also lives into the importance of sustaining and growing ministry through time together. 

While she has completed her time with the Bethany Fellows, she will continue to seek out spaces of spiritual 

rejuvenation and deep wisdom, taking a few days in retreat twice a year. In addition, we, as a congregation, 

will look to participate in wider gatherings of the church. 

 

 

Conclusion 
We are excited about who we are becoming! The narrative budget, its priorities and missions, will 

guide our decisions through the coming year. As a congregation, we commit ourselves to be part of this story, 

to support it with our money as well as with our hearts and hands.  

This is our story and it is only together that we make it real.  

Your estimate of giving card is enclosed. Please prayerfully consider all that you are able to give to 

creating this congregation’s story. On November 8, we will celebrate God’s abundance and the gifts we give as 

an act of worship having submitted our pledge cards electronically or by mail. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Each of you must give as you have made 

up your mind, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

- 2 Corinthians 9:7 


