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In worship we’ve been talking about our foundations, knowing who we are. A 

foundation is what everything else is built upon. It shapes every thought and action. It 

shapes how we view the world. Do we see what is missing or what is already present? Do 

we see what we lack or the abundance of our lives? What is the basis of our decisions? 

Where have we put our trust? Do we trust ourselves and our own gifts or do we trust God 

and God’s gifts? 

As people of faith we declare that God is our foundation, but we don’t always act that way. We sometimes 

forget and place our trust in ourselves. We may have difficulty changing our mindsets to see God’s abundant 

grace, love, and blessings instead of looking through a lens of scarcity. We may focus on all that is wrong and 

missing and not the ways God is already breaking through. 

But scarcity and fear are never the last words. We are people of faith, as a community working to point one 

another always deeper into our foundation, to form every part of our lives in reflection of what we know in God. 

We aren’t perfect, but we are hopeful. It is this hope which guides our individual decisions. It is this hope, built 

upon our faith in God, which guides all of our congregation’s decisions. 

Budgets are not often considered faith statements, but, as people of faith, we should understand our budgets 

at church and at home to be exactly that. They describe how we use the resources God gives to us. They 

demonstrate our priorities. Particularly in a society that places so much value on wealth and the external markers 

of wealth, our budgets tell the world what our foundation, our guiding principle, is. 

I believe that the story of our budget for next year is a story that takes our faith seriously. It was crafted with 

an ear to God’s call and an eye to the vision of this congregation. It speaks to our call to live our faith out in 

community, meeting the needs present and developing relationships. It speaks to our call to worship and to open 

ourselves always to the new ways the Spirit is moving. 

We are already giving much to living out God’s call. We give our time and energy. We give our gifts, talents, 

and ideas. We also give our money, shaping part of our home budgets to participate in the budget of our 

congregation. God has already provided. We are asked to use God’s gifts toward the wholeness of God’s people. 

Together we can do all that God is calling us to. 

Laura 

 

 

Consecration Sunday, November 17 

Local members and friends received copies of the 2020 Narrative Budget the week of October 

27. If you did not receive a copy, you can find it online at CCVP 2020 Narrative Budget. 

On Sunday, November 17, we will bring our pledge cards for 2020 as an act of worship and 

celebration of our abundance. After worship, we will continue our celebration with a meal that will 

be provided; no need to bring any food. 

Foresight 
Looking to the Future 
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Choir Dates 

The choir practices at 7:00pm on the first and third Mondays of each month, making the next 

practices on November 18 and December 2. Anyone who enjoys singing is welcome! 

 

 

Questions? 

Who is the God we follow? What does God have to do with our day to day lives? If God is good, why is there 

pain and suffering in the world? Is Jesus really God? 

Have you ever asked yourself any of these questions? Do you have others you want to explore? 

Well, we’ve got good news: we all have questions! And we want our church to be a comfortable place for 

anyone to ask any questions anytime. In January, we’re going to dive into some of our big questions. That means 

we need to hear from you! What questions do you have? What have you always wanted to ask about but never 

had the chance? Let Rev. Reed know what questions you have by November 25 and we’ll explore as many as we 

can together. 

 

 

Join Us at the Interfaith Thanksgiving Celebration 

On Sunday, November 24, at 4:00 pm, we will be sharing an Interfaith 

Thanksgiving Celebration with  other local faith communities. We will give thanks as a 

gathered community for our relationships, for the ways we care for one another as a 

community, and for the ways we seek to move the world into more just and peaceful 

structures. I hope you will join us at First United Methodist Church in Lombard, 155 S Main Street, for this 

service. We will be receiving donations of paper goods and money for scholarships for Tri-Town YMCA. 

 

 

Advent is Coming! 

Yes, the holidays are coming soon. We will gather to decorate the sanctuary for Advent 

and Christmas at noon on Saturday, November 30. We will start with a soup lunch. Bring a 

side dish to share. But most importantly, bring YOU! 

 

 

Fund-raising with Gift Cards 

The next order for Jewel gift cards will be placed in December. Please sign up by December 1 for cards to be 

delivered on December 8. The church receives 5% of the cost of any cards we order as a group. 

The next Great Lakes Scrip gift card order is due Sunday, January 12, 2020. There are many 

different gift cards available, each giving the church a portion of your purchase price. If this will be 

your first order from www.shopwithscrip.com, please contact Betty Prorak 

(BLProrak@yahoo.com) for the church’s enrollment code or pick up a copy of the directions for 

registering that are in the narthex. 

 

 

 

October Food Pantry Stats 

161 Households Served 

608 People Served 
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AmazonSmile 

Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do, a portion of your purchase price for 

qualifying items can come to the Christian Church of Villa Park by choosing the church 

as your recipient in their AmazonSmile program. It doesn’t cost you anything extra to 

participate; it just shares the profit with a charity of your choice. If you have any 

questions, ask Betty Prorak.  

 

 

October 31, 2019 Financial Summary 

 October Year to date 

 Income for budget items: $8,014.92 $90,072.72 

 Budgeted expenses: $6,505.42 $85,388.63 

 

 

 

 

Thanksgiving Special Offering – Received on November 17 and 24 

The Thanksgiving Offering benefits the Colleges, Universities, 

Seminaries, and Divinity Houses affiliated with the Christian Church 

(Disciples of Christ). Higher education has been an important focus for 

Disciples since the very beginning of the movement. Throughout our 

history, Disciples have founded institutions of higher learning to 

educate students and form leaders to make a difference in the world. 

The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) is still committed to higher 

education. Your gift to the Thanksgiving Offering helps support the 

education of thousands of students at our fifteen colleges and 

universities as well as our seven seminaries and divinity houses. 

The Colleges and Universities of the Christian Church provide 

quality education through classes offered by some of the nation’s top 

undergraduate and graduate faculty. Many of the campuses are 

comprised of state-of-the-art facilities, offer diverse degree programs, 

include dynamic student life activities, offer exciting athletics programs, and much more. The Thanksgiving 

offering supports everything from scholarships, to religious life offices, to faculty growth and development. By 

giving to the Thanksgiving Offering you are helping our institutions invest in students as they prepare themselves 

to become leaders. 

The Thanksgiving Offering also provides scholarship and support for our theological education institutions. 

Each of our seminaries and divinity houses is committed to educating and forming Christian leaders for church 

and society. Generations of pastors, community leaders, and agents of social transformation have been educated 

at our theological institutions. They have flourished and made a difference in the world, thanks to gifts from 

Disciples congregations and individuals throughout the ages. These institutions continue to prepare leaders for 

the present age and the age to come. 

Support for Disciples Mission Fund and gifts to the Thanksgiving Offering are a critical part of the ongoing 

collaborative work of church and higher education that is such a foundational part of the heritage of the Christian 

Church (Disciples of Christ). Please give generously to this offering. You gift makes a difference in the lives of 

our students and it makes a difference in the world. 

 

 



 

 

Joys and Concerns 

Chuck Bohl is thankful for his daughter’s successful cancer surgery. 

Tina Amodeo is grateful for recent MS test results and for her parents' help. 

We give thanks for the abundance of food and volunteers for the Disciples Food Pantry. 

Jane Reid is continuing to gain strength after a battle with the flu and side effects of a cough 

medication that was prescribed to her. She is thankful for son Randy’s new full-time work schedule 

that allows him to visit her on a regular basis to take care of shopping and other chores. Jane asks for prayers for 

the right people to continue to come into her life to provide the help she needs when she needs it. 

Continued prayers for food pantry client Kathleen with her struggles. 

 

 

December Birthdays & Anniversaries 

 4 Daniela Esparza 

 5 Betty Prorak 

 27 Susan Severino 

 

 9 Joan & John Fuller 

 28 Minni & Raja Philip 

 

 

Steve and Betty Prorak have been on the road again. They spent some time in October 

in New York state and Michigan searching for fall colors and blue skies. They started off 

this month in San Diego where they watched grandchildren Amós and Ana while Sean and 

Misty took some time to celebrate their 10th anniversary. Then they flew back to Chicago in time to care for Mari 

and Thia while Brent and Amanda attended a church leader workshop for three days in Wisconsin. 

Amanda Prorak and her girls got to watch some filming on their street last Friday for the TV show Shameless. 

Amanda said, “They put out a bunch of garbage cans and filmed some guys having a conversation while putting 

garbage in a garbage truck. It's crazy how many times they do the same thing over and over again for a very short 

scene.” 

Joshua Reed and a friend went backpacking in the Ozarks over Veterans Day weekend. At the time that they 

planned the trip, they had no idea that a winter storm would move through the area while they were there. 

Heidi Gomez and family recently enjoyed a weekend in Wisconsin celebrating Sofia’s and Melina’s birthdays. 

A photo of Haley Gomez receiving recognition during an honor roll ceremony was featured in a tweet and in 

Facebook by District 45. 
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