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Tuesday, April 14, 2020 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!! 

What’s that you say, it doesn’t feel like Easter? I get it. 

This Easter Sunday was nothing like we expect Easter 

Sunday to be. Our church pews were empty instead of full. 

There were no majestic anthems or joyous hymns sung 

together. We didn’t gather family and friends around tables 

for a feast. But then, neither did those first disciples. 

We’re used to welcoming Easter with joyful 

expectation, to celebrating life and spring and faith. But 

this year Easter is more like that very first Easter than any 

of us are ready for. The women didn’t come to the tomb in 

joy, but in deep grief. The disciples weren’t expecting life, but mourning death. Not one of them began that day 

in hope. They lived in fear. We live in fear. We are confined in rooms mourning the death all around us. We aren’t 

coming in joy for life unfolding all around us, but in grief for all that we are losing. And still we’re asked, “Why 

do you look for the living among the dead?” (Luke 24:6) 

That first Easter, no one was ready for it. Even though they’d heard the words and promises of Jesus, they 

could only see the darkness around them. But it was into that that they and we are given resurrection; that’s what 

resurrection is all about. It is a light in our darkness, hope in our anxiety, joy in our grief. It is not given because 

life is perfect, but because it is so far from it. Resurrection breaks into pain and sadness and shows God’s love 

and power. Resurrection cannot happen without death. Resurrection has no meaning without suffering and grief.  

Easter Sunday may not have been what we were expecting, but it is what we need. A light in the darkness that 

continues to grow and shape our lives. We are an Easter people, not for a day or even for a season, but for all 

time. We are a people who remember the life God gives especially in the midst of the very real troubles around 

us. 

Christ is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!! 

Laura 

 

 

Book Study 

We are joining members of the Christian Church of Arlington Heights, First Christian Church of Downers 

Grove, and Grace Community Christian Church to read The Third Reconstruction: How a Moral Movement is 

Overcoming the Politics of Division and Fear by Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove and William Barber II.  

Together we will engage in conversation and theology. We will learn with and from one another about how 

we faithful engage our world. We hope to gather once a month for 3 months beginning, May 16. Obviously, with 

everything going on this date may be subject to change. If you have questions please contact Rev. Reed. 

 

 

Foresight 
Looking to the Future 

 
 



Precious Believer 

With a cute smile on my face and a camera in hand. 

Shoes already tied and destination unplanned.  

Not an ounce of fear or a whisper of doubt. 

Just a fantasizing heart and an eager sprout, 

Which hosts a wealth of courage and a lifeline of hope. 

Being nourished by love and cleansing like soap. 

Ready I am to step into the light 

Where the sun shines with such great might. 

Just ahead is my precious ride. 

It gives me a freedom and a humble pride. 

Gauges turned on; I have full power. 

Speed is set to spin the hand of the hour. 

So, off I go, North then West 

To feed the soul, I feel blessed. 

Egoed pride is not the source 

Nor is hate the ultimate force. 

It is the seeing beyond the sight 

And accepting who sits at the right. 

it's the believing in what can't be seen. 

It's the knowing by looking at Nature's scene. 

It's the hearing within the noise. 

And the smell that brings on joys. 

It's the trusting when shadows surround. 

It's that feeling when no one is around. 

So, here I sit, taking pictures in time. 

Capturing moments while in its prime. 

Nourishing the sprout by feeding the soul. 

Feeling the love and becoming whole! 

Tender Sender (Tina M. Amodeo) 

 

 

Tuesday and Thursday Gatherings 

On Tuesdays at 10:00am and Thursdays at 7:30pm you can join others from CCVP online or by phone through 

Zoom meetings. If you are interested in participating and have not received the emails with the connecting 

information, please email the church to request the Zoom meeting information. 

 

 

 

March Food Pantry Stats 

78 Households Served 

283 People Served 

Disciples Pantry served on 3 

Wednesdays in March before closing. 

It is remaining closed for now. 

 

 

 



Fund-raising with Gift Cards, Amazon 

The next Great Lakes Scrip gift card order is due Sunday, May 5. There are many different gift 

cards available, each giving the church a portion of your purchase price. If this will be your first 

order from www.shopwithscrip.com, please contact Betty Prorak (BLProrak@yahoo.com) for the 

church’s enrollment code. 

The next order for Jewel gift cards will be placed at the end of May. Please let Betty Prorak know what card(s) 

you would like to order by May 31 for them to be delivered by June 7. The church receives 5% of the cost of any 

cards we order as a group. 

Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do, a portion of your purchase price for qualifying 

items can come to the Christian Church of Villa Park by choosing the church as your 

recipient in their AmazonSmile program. It doesn’t cost you anything extra to participate; 

it just shares the profit with a charity of your choice. If you have any questions, ask Betty 

Prorak.  

 

 

March 31, 2020 Financial Summary 

 March YTD 

 Income for budget items: $9,389.50 $27,969.87 

 Budgeted expenses: $7,975.36 $26,961.42 

As the above figures indicate, we are doing well financially as of 3/31/20. If you are able, 

please continue to give to the work of the church by mailing a check to the church or by giving online at 

https://www.myeoffering.com/eonline/index.php/dashboard/login/4498  

Questions? Contact Betty Prorak at 847-977-0797 or BLProrak@yahoo.com  

 

 

Joys and Thanksgivings 

Our worship services on Facebook Live on Sundays have been wonderful. 

Steve and Betty give thanks for a safe trip home from their abbreviated road trip early in March. 

Chuck and Diane Bohl are home from their extended cruise. 

Thanksgiving for baby giggles. 

Thanksgiving for fun games, coloring, and art. 

Thanksgiving for birthdays celebrated in new ways over the past 4 weeks. 

We give thanks for the General Ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) and the work done 

through them, supported through the Easter Special Offering. 

 

Prayer Concerns 

After they were home, Chuck and Diane Bohl received an email that someone onboard their cruise 

ship tested positive for the coronavirus. Then, on Saturday, April 11, they learned that the two friends 

they traveled with on the cruise are now sick with COVID-19. 

Jayne Hochstetler continues rehab at home recovering from a broken upper femur. 

Dawn Dawson's younger sister is a nurse and is immunocompromised. 

Continued prayers for all doctors, nurses and first responders during the COVID-19 crisis, other essential 

workers, friends who were exposed to the virus, all who are struggling with mental health issues, those who must 

shelter-in-place with abusers. 

Tina’s sister-in-law Lorraine has been in the hospital for over three weeks. 

Prayers for those who have been laid off from their jobs, including some from New Life Bible Chapel (our 

space sharing partner congregation). 

Pray about the sale of our church building. This process is on hold for now. 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
https://www.myeoffering.com/eonline/index.php/dashboard/login/4498
mailto:BLProrak@yahoo.com


Worship Continues on Facebook Live 

We started back on March 15 with worshiping together from a distance via Facebook. 

Laura Reed has been doing the services by herself for the most part from her laptop in her 

apartment, with some recorded music from Eric Hays since March 22. We will continue in 

this format at least through the end of April. In May, Laura is hoping to be able to broadcast 

from the sanctuary with the help of a few individuals from the congregation. The Stewardship 

Council approved the purchase of a camcorder to help this happen. If you have not been a part of Facebook and 

you have internet access, consider setting up an account to keep in touch with CCVP. 

 

 

May Calendar and Serving Schedule on Hold 

Those of you receiving this in print may find something missing. No May calendar or serving schedule. With 

no in-person meetings or worship for now and so many unknowns about next month, I didn’t even try to put the 

calendar or schedule together. Betty Prorak 

 

 

Thank You, Pray-ers 

From 6:00am until 7:30pm on Good Friday (approximately sunrise to sunset), members and friends of CCVP 

prayed for the church, the community and the world. Thank you to all who set a specific time to pray and to any 

who joined sometime during the day: Tina Amodeo, Chuck Bohl, Dan Carter, Doris Carter, Dawn Dawson, Zach 

Dawson, Joan Fuller, Heidi Gomez, Jayne Hochstetler, John Martin, Ruth Martin, Ken Newton, Minni Philip, 

Raja Philip, Betty Prorak, Joshua Reed, Laura Reed, Jane Reid, Erica Schultz, Heather Smith. 

 

 

A Word from Pastor Laura 

Local friends and members received this via email last week. 

 

Friends, 

The last few weeks have not been easy. Most, if not all, of our routines have been upended. Things that we 

took for granted are gone or have become huge undertakings. We can no longer meet with most of our friends 

and family and might be wishing we could see a little less of the people we live with. 

In the face of this pandemic, we are afraid, we are stressed, we are anxious. But I hope that is not all we are. 

I hope that you are taking time to do something you love. That you are finding new ways to connect with friends 

and show your love. It is our relationships that will sustain us during this time. It is our relationships that will 

bring out our best and give us the space to move forward when we are able to physically gather again. 

Together we can help one another, whether that’s bringing food to someone who can’t get out or taking time 

to talk with another person. All of our relationships, those with neighbors and community, those with people we 

have known forever, and those with people we have just recently met are what make us strong. Even as we keep 

our physical distance, we can build our social connections whether that is from six feet apart or through a computer 

screen. 

I am keeping you all in prayer and I hope you will also keep me in prayer. This is a hard season. During this 

Holy Week, I feel more deeply in a Lenten spirit than ever before. There is so much darkness, that I’m not always 

able to see the light that is shining. It is ok if you’re not ok. It is ok if you are in need. It is ok to ask for help. If 

you need to talk, reach out. If you need assistance, let us know. 

We are the body of Christ and we are part of the beloved family of God. Even as we are apart, we are together 

in God’s Spirit. 

Blessings and Peace, 

Rev. Laura Jennison Reed 



He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man 

must be delivered over to the hands of sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ 

 - Luke 24:6-7 (NIV) 

 

Resurrection is everywhere and all around us. - Timothy McMahan King 

 

Jesus, in the midst of this pandemic, let us see your resurrection present in the spaces where people are loving 

their neighbor, healing the sick, and tending to those who are uncared for.   Sojourners 4/13/20 

 

 

May Celebrations 

 15 Carol Robbins 

 15 Aurora Slinkman 

 16 Joan Kagebein 1 Ruth & John Martin 

 21 Chloe Slinkman 

 24 Chuck Bohl 

 27 Joshua Reed 

 

 

Clara Craft celebrated her 90th 

birthday on April 8. There had been 

a large family party planned for later 

this month, but the family arranged for special lawn 

ornaments and a Zoom meeting instead. 

 

 

Just because we all need a laugh, Betty Prorak shares 

this from Brent Prorak as posted in Facebook on Easter 

morning: 

The tomb is empty. He is risen! ... from a troll hair tomb. 

My daughters "styled" the verdant grass           

#easterdecor #trollhair #emptytomb 

 

 

This is an annual tradition for the Chicago Proraks. Grass seed 

is planted on Ash Wednesday and nurtured through Lent until 

Easter morning when the stone is rolled away. The grass was 

well nurtured this year!  

 

https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/easterdecor?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/trollhair?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/emptytomb?source=feed_text&epa=HASHTAG
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