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That’s done. What’s next?  

We’re often ready to move quickly on to the next thing. We don’t want to be bored. We 

might feel there should always be something new to keep us engaged and occupied. But not 

too new. Just new enough. Too new, that’s uncomfortable. Maybe even scary. 

Stepping into the truly new, something we don’t understand fully, don’t know the ways 

and rules of, aren’t in control of, can be terrifying. Some people are better at this than others, but all of us struggle 

when asked to move in new ways, especially if there is not a complete, clear, 20-point plan in place for how this 

will all work.  

A couple of weeks ago, Amelia and I decided to go ice skating. Her for the first time ever, me for the first 

time in a couple decades. She was very excited and very nervous. She changed her mind seemingly a dozen times 

in the 5-minute drive to the ice rink. Then we strapped on our skates and I was the one wishing her nervousness 

had won. As another parent said, ice skating isn’t like riding a bike. I felt like I’d stepped into something 

completely new and unexpected and my incompetence was on display for everyone to see. Amelia loved it, despite 

the numerous falls. I’m still recovering.  

It wasn’t a perfect experience by any stretch of the imagination. But Amelia tried something new and she 

already wants to try again. That first step into the absolute unknown gave her something wonderful. It gave me 

something different, less wonderful, but still important. I don’t have to be good at everything. My clear plan fell 

apart the moment blade touched ice and that was probably a good thing. 

While I wish it had gone differently, I still look forward to taking her again, to seeing us both improve. 

Because the thing is, doing only things I’m confident and comfortable in stops being fulfilling. I know there is so 

much out there I don’t know. So much I haven’t experienced. How many new ways are there out there for me to 

know myself and others and through that to better know God?  

So, maybe we take some risks. We venture forward not knowing exactly what is next, but with dreams of 

what could be. We try something new and if that doesn’t work, we make adjustments and keep going. We invite 

others to join us, because it’s not as scary as doing it alone.  

What might we do together when we dream without limits? What could God do with us then? 

Laura 

 

 

Choir Dates 

There will not be choir practice on February 17. However, there will be a practice at 9:30am on 

Sunday, February 23 to rehearse the piece for worship that morning. The next regular Monday rehearsal 

will be on March 2. Anyone who enjoys singing is welcome! 
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Ash Wednesday 

On February 26 we begin 40 days of repentance and preparation with a service of prayer and ashes. Lent is a 

season to examine our hearts and lives so that we may turn more fully toward God. Join us at 10:30 am or 7:00 

pm on February 26 for our Ash Wednesday service. 

 

 

 

January Food Pantry Stats 

122 Households Served 

472 People Served 

 

 

 

Ministry Gathering on March 15 

You are invited! On March 15, after worship, you are invited to our Ministry Gathering. This is a time for 

Ministry Leaders, those thinking about new ministries, and anyone interested in the ministries of our church to 

gather for holy conversation. We will nourish and rejuvenate our souls together.  

We will begin our time together with a potluck. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

 

 

Rev. Dwight Bailey 

On January 23, 2020, the Great River Region in partnership with Kings Highway Christian Church, started a 

GoFundMe page to raise money for our beloved friend and colleague Rev. Dwight Bailey. Rev. Bailey 

experienced a bad fall on November 9, 2019 at Christian Church of Deliverance, Port Gibson, MS, during the 

Region's Visioning Session. He has a C6 Incomplete Spinal Cord Injury. He started out at University Hospital in 

Jackson, MS, where he had a fusion and compression surgery. He was transferred to the Willis Knighton 

Rehabilitation Institute in Shreveport right before Thanksgiving. He made some progress with regaining 

movement in his arms and legs. Because of insurance limitations, he was moved to the Willis Knighton, 

Progressive Care Center in Shreveport, LA, where additional rehabilitation is being done. He will be in this facility 

for a month before being transferred to another designated location. His financial needs are many. He needs a 

special wheelchair that will help with his mobility, estimated at $20,000. There is a gap in his Medicare 

Supplemental coverage estimated at $6000. There are other financial needs as well. If we can raise $50,000, this 

will relieve him of many of these financial burdens. We would like for everyone to step up in faith and give. We 

would like all funds to go through the Great River Region of the Christian Church. You can also send cards of 

encouragement to Rev Bailey at: 

Willis Knighton Progressive Care Center 

2715 Albert Bicknell Drive, Room 113 

Shreveport, LA  71103 

GoFundMe link: 

https://www.gofundme.com/f/rev-dwight-bailey

 

 

Fund-raising with Gift Cards 

The next Great Lakes Scrip gift card order is due Sunday, March 1 (one week earlier than 

announced last month). There are many different gift cards available, each giving the church a 

portion of your purchase price. If this will be your first order from www.shopwithscrip.com, please 

contact Betty Prorak (BLProrak@yahoo.com) for the church’s enrollment code or pick up a copy 

of the directions for registering that are in the narthex. 

The next order for Jewel gift cards will be placed at the end of March. Please sign up by March 29 for cards 

to be delivered on April 5. The church receives 5% of the cost of any cards we order as a group. 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/


 

Updated Church Directory Available; Correction to Make 

The updated church directory has been completed. Many copies were distributed to families on Sunday. If 

you did not receive a copy and would like one, please contact the church at 630-833-7262 or 

ccvp1336@yahoo.com. 

In that directory is Ruth and John Martin’s new address: 1801 Tower Drive, #301, Glenview, IL 60026. 

And I found my first mistake. On page 5 where the members of the Stewardship Council are listed, Raja 

Philip should not have be included. Instead, Heidi Gomez should have been there: herisbeidi@gmail.com,  

Cell: 630-935-0161.  Betty Prorak 

 

 

AmazonSmile 

Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do, a portion of your purchase price for qualifying 

items can come to the Christian Church of Villa Park by choosing the church as your 

recipient in their AmazonSmile program. It doesn’t cost you anything extra to participate; 

it just shares the profit with a charity of your choice. If you have any questions, ask Betty 

Prorak.  

 

 

January 31, 2020 Financial Summary 

 Income for budget items: $8,127.97  

 Budgeted expenses: $9,676.36  

 

 

Joys and Concerns 

Chuck Bohl gives thanks for successful surgery to remove a patch of skin cancer. 

Ruth and John Martin’s house in Oak Park has sold to a family that has friends in that 

neighborhood. Ruth is thrilled! And the sale took place on Ruth’s birthday. Nice birthday present! 

Ruth also gives thanks that a piano that was a gift to them years ago has found a good new home. 

Ruth and John have enjoyed a vacation in Florida with friends, but both of them are still 

experiencing a lot of physical pain. 

Joan Fuller’s young cousin Ryan is recovering from brain surgery. 

Ed Slinkman has had a rough time since Christmas. His step-mom had a heart attack and he attended numerous 

funerals in January, including two for friends who committed suicide. 

Former member Jeannette Lawson (Heather Smith’s mom) fell on ice in mid-January. She broke her leg and 

wrist and injured her shoulder. She is now at a rehab facility to regain mobility. 

Tina Amodeo is at Good Samaritan Hospital as of this writing for treatments to help deal with her multiple 

sclerosis. She is also having problems sleeping. The good news is that tests showed no new lesions on her brain. 

 

 

March Birthdays 

 1 Erica Schultz 

 4 Freya Verson 

 5 Amy Slinkman 

 12 Sharon Philip 

 22 Minni Philip 

 



Jane Reid is doing well, just staying home to avoid catching any flu or pneumonia 

bugs. Calls and/or emails are welcome! 

Betty and Steve Prorak have been home since early November! They are leaving soon 

for a week-long trip to Texas and the Gulf coast. Finding and photographing birds that winter there will be their 

main goal. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Offering February 16-23 

Each year in February, congregations across the United States and Canada collect a special offering for Week 

of Compassion. While many congregations choose to collect their offering during this designated week, the 

offering truly supports the work of this ministry throughout the whole year! Funds received through the offering 

allow the Church to respond to disaster when it occurs, enabling Week of Compassion to immediately provide 

grants for urgent needs like emergency supplies, water and food. Special Offering is a time when congregations 

come together to lift up and celebrate this important work that we do together.  

Here is one story of your Week of Compassion offering at work: 

On Wednesday, May 22 of 2019, an EF1 tornado went through the city of Eldon, Missouri. The storm brought 

winds of 104 miles-per-hour and tracked for 13 miles. Many homes were damaged, while others experienced 

power outages lasting several days. Many homes and apartments in the community had extensive damage, and 

the immediate future was uncertain. At daybreak, Pastor Bill Foglesong of First Christian Church began checking 

on his members, neighbors, and of course, the church building. Thankfully, Eldon First Christian Church had no 

visible damage. The Eldon Ministerial Alliance gathered, prayed and began organizing to address the destruction 

in the community. The Eldon churches, along with many of the Eldon community service organizations, were 

united in caring for their neighbors and meeting immediate needs. The local community center-- which was 

running on a generator--served as the primary shelter. Since they had power, many people came to the center for 

food, coffee, water and a warm place to rest. The two grocery stores in town were damaged, and sent all of their 

perishable food items to the shelter. Leaders of Eldon First Christian Church and Serve Eldon community group, 

who were not affected by the storm gave their time to help. Some gathered donations of food and water, or 

organized the supplies that began flowing into the center. Others began cooking meals and coordinating 

volunteers. Together, this community became co-workers in rebuilding lives and investing in their shared future. 

Pastor Foglesong’s wife, Lisa shares her perspective: Neither of us had been through any disaster before and it 

was mind numbing. With some of our people being affected and the whole town in disaster reaction mode, we 

didn’t know what to do. Our Regional Minister, Rev. Paul Koch called --he had seen Eldon on the news. When 

Paul asked how he could help, we were still stunned and had no immediate answer. Paul said he would contact 

Week of Compassion Executive Director, Vy Nguyen. Moments later, Vy called and said simply: “what do you 

need?” Just a few days after, we received a check to assist our congregation members who had suffered damage 

from the storm. Those two phone calls with offers of help and concern made all the difference when we were 

feeling over-whelmed. In those moments, we knew there was someone out there reaching out to us; and we knew 

that we could go to the community center and begin serving others too. The rest is history: the community came 

together, food came in, hot meals were made and served, and pastors and church members came in to help. People 

were cared for and comforted...Knowing we were not alone and were supported by our wider Church was the 

breath we needed to answer the call of those in need around us. No more time for tears or shock – work needed 

to be done. We did not need a large amount of money, but those who received support from Week of compassion 

were surprised and grateful that the church was walking alongside them as they dealt with their own personal 

disasters. In that time of need, we served our neighbors as proud Disciples-- knowing the wider Church was 

behind us. Thank you to the Week of Compassion and all who support this ministry. They were there for us in 

our time of crisis. We worked in this disaster with the feeling of support and love in our hearts from our church, 

which enabled us to serve in Christ’s name. 
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