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During Lent we are asked to refocus our lives on God. While, ideally, we are always 

focused on God, we know that that is just not true. Other things overwhelm us and we get 

a bit lost. With everything going on in our lives and world, fear can begin to control us. 

We see so many messages coming at us from every direction of how awful things are. 

We watch the news and see violence and disaster. We are told to be afraid of disease and 

of one another. We lose our focus; we forget to pray; we lose sight of God. When we feel 

out of control, when we’re not sure what’s next or what we should do, we might feel we can only rely on ourselves, 

but it is exactly in these times that we need to turn to prayer and deeper reliance on God.  

Prayer is something, as Christians, we know we’re supposed to do, but we are sometimes unsure how to go 

about it. We feel like there must be specific things we’re supposed to do, forms to observe, and we don’t want to 

get it wrong.  

I am confident that prayer doesn’t need to be precise or formulaic, just a conversation with God, a give and 

take, talking and listening. We can do it anywhere and anyhow. Yet, I too struggle to pray. When I struggle, I find 

that exploring different forms of prayer are helpful to guide my mind and heart, to help me think about what it is 

I want to share with God. So, we are spending the Lenten season exploring prayer, looking at different themes of 

prayer and trying out different tools to help us draw closer to God. 

A moment of prayer will probably not give us an immediate change, but when we practice prayer, when we 

are centered in God, we are better able to see truly and with love all that is around us. When we shout in praise, 

we remember God’s glory even as we experience the downsides of life. When we proclaim our trust in God’s 

nature, we open ourselves more fully to seeing God’s call. When we shout out in pleading and lamentation, we 

allow God to enter in and hold us in God’s comforting embrace. A moment of prayer might not seem to change 

anything. But, then again, it could change everything.  

Laura 

 

 

 

Lent comes providentially to reawaken us, to shake us from our lethargy. - Pope Francis 

 

 

 

Choir Dates 

Choir rehearsals are scheduled for Mondays March 16 and April 6. There will also be a practice 

at 9:30am on Sunday, March 29 to rehearse the piece for worship that morning and on Sunday, April 

12 for Easter. Anyone who enjoys singing is welcome! 

 

Foresight 
Looking to the Future 

 
 



Ministry Gathering on March 15 

You are invited! On March 15, after worship, you are invited to our Ministry Gathering. This is a time for 

Ministry Leaders, those thinking about new ministries, and anyone interested in the ministries of our church to 

gather for holy conversation. We will nourish and rejuvenate our souls together.  

We will begin our time together with a potluck and then talk with our ministries and one another about 

community, building relationships, and creating a sense of belonging. Everyone is welcome to attend. 

You can read the Ministry Reports at:  
https://8d00b023-ceb0-49f1-9acc-a5e5049b7c7c.filesusr.com/ugd/86d6f1_d0e006983a944a7b9b91f4721a146c37.pdf  

 

 

Holy Week Schedule 

• Palm Sunday, April 5 – Worship at 10:00am  

• Maundy Thursday, April 9 – Worship at 7:00pm  

• Good Friday Prayer Vigil, April 10 – 6:00am to 7:30pm 

• Easter, April 12 – Worship at 10:00am 

 

 

Good Friday Prayer Vigil, 6:00am – 7:30pm 

Each year we participate, as a congregation, in a prayer vigil. As we focus on prayer this Lent, this period of 

intensive prayer as a community can help us to delve even more deeply into the many practices of prayer. You 

are invited to sign up for one or more half-hour time slots. You can come to the church to pray or you can pray at 

home. A list of prayer requests will be provided to assist your times of prayer. If you cannot get to church to sign 

up and would like to participate, please contact Betty Prorak. 

 

 

 

Lent is a journey. It means accompanying Jesus as he travels to Jerusalem, the place where the 

mystery of his passion, death, and resurrection is to be fulfilled. It reminds us that Christian life is a 

'road' to be traveled, consisting not so much in a law to be observed as in the person of Christ himself, 

who must be encountered, welcomed, and followed.  - Benedict XVI 

 

 

 

Fund-raising with Gift Cards, Amazon 

The next order for Jewel gift cards will be placed at the end of March. Please sign up by March 

29 for cards to be delivered on April 5. The church receives 5% of the cost of any cards we order 

as a group. 

The next Great Lakes Scrip gift card order is due Sunday, May 5. There are many different gift cards available, 

each giving the church a portion of your purchase price. If this will be your first order from 

www.shopwithscrip.com, please contact Betty Prorak (BLProrak@yahoo.com) for the church’s enrollment code 

or pick up a copy of the directions for registering that are in the narthex. 

Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do, a portion of your purchase price for qualifying 

items can come to the Christian Church of Villa Park by choosing the church as your 

recipient in their AmazonSmile program. It doesn’t cost you anything extra to participate; 

it just shares the profit with a charity of your choice. If you have any questions, ask Betty 

Prorak.  

 

 

https://8d00b023-ceb0-49f1-9acc-a5e5049b7c7c.filesusr.com/ugd/86d6f1_d0e006983a944a7b9b91f4721a146c37.pdf
http://www.shopwithscrip.com/


 

 

February Food Pantry Stats 

138 Households Served 

510 People Served 

 

 

 

February 29, 2020 Financial Summary 

 February Year to Date 

Income for budget items: $10,452.00 $18,579.97 

Budgeted expenses: $9,309.70 $18,986.06 

 

 

 

Joys and Concerns 

Jane Reid was back in worship on Sunday. 

Joshua Reed returned safe and sound from a business trip to the Czech Republic and England. 

Tina Amodeo was released from Marionjoy Rehabilitation Hospital on Tuesday, March 3. She 

served as worship leader on Sunday! Keep her in your prayers as she copes with Multiple Sclerosis. 

She also requests prayers as she leads an online Bible study. 

Jerrianne Iseley is doing well in her recovery from cancer surgery and radiation treatments. She appreciates 

continued prayers. 

Keep the Schwolow family in your prayers as Erick Schwolow died on February 22. 

Former member Heather Smith has been sick recently. She and Jane Reid were going to get together for lunch, 

but Heather had to cancel. 

Pray for Chuck and Diane Bohl’s safe return from the cruise they have been on. 

 

 

April Celebrations 

 5 Diana Robbins 

 6 Laura Reed 

 18 Amelia Reed 

 20 Dan Carter 

 

 14 Betty & Steve Prorak 

 29 Amy & Ed Slinkman 

 

 

 

 

Haley Gomez was a cast member in a “Frozen” musical at Jefferson Middle School last Friday and Saturday. 

Along with many of her family members, some church friends got to see the performance: Dan and Doris Carter, 

Joan and Clover Fuller, John and Ruth Martin. 

Jane Reid was sick back in late September and through October. Then she stayed home to avoid the winter 

weather and any more flu or cold germs. She returned to worship with Sunday’s wonderful spring weather. 

Welcome back, Jane! 

Eric Hays was in Amsterdam on Sunday. That’s why Marie Partyka was with us to accompany worship. 

Former member Artemis Malos started a new job at the beginning of this month. 

Clara Craft will celebrate her 90th birthday on April 8. (The big family party will be later in the month.) 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“This is the day that the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” – Psalm 118:24 NRSV 

 

Across the United States, Canada, and beyond, Disciples are rejoicing in all that the Lord has made. 

This Easter, we rejoice together as one Church, as the One Body of Christ. We rejoice in all that we accomplish 

together, and the work God accomplishes through us. 

Let us rejoice that the Easter offering, through Disciples Mission Fund, makes ministry possible. Through the 

general ministries of our Church, lives are changed and our world is transformed. Will you rejoice with us and 

give to this special day offering? 

This Easter season, let us rejoice in all the ways our wider Church embodies the Spirit of Resurrection, through 

life-giving ministry. 

General Ministries that receive support from the Easter Offering include: 

• Center for Faith and Giving 

• Central Pastoral Office for Hispanic Ministries (Obra Hispana) 

• Communication Ministries 

• Council on Christian Unity 

• Disciples of Christ Historical Society 

• Disciples Home Missions 

• Disciples Women 

• Division of Overseas Ministries (Global Ministries) 

• Higher Education and Leadership Ministries 

• Hope Partnership for Missional Transformation 

• National Benevolent Association 

• National Convocation 

• North American Pacific / Asian Disciples 

• Treasury Services 
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