
   
 

 

 

Christian Church of Villa Park 

1336 S. Villa Avenue 

Villa Park, IL 60181  

Phone: (630) 833-7262 

E-mail: ccvp1336@yahoo.com 

Pastor: Rev. Laura Jennison Reed 

 

Tuesday, November 10, 2020  

 

I am so thankful for all the gifts you give to the church. You give of your time and 

talents, of your money and dreams. This is what enables us, as church together, to do 

ministry.  

I am particularly grateful for your gifts in this year where everything feels different, 

when we’re being asked to adjust our hearts, minds, and ministries to do things in new 

and unexpected ways. Our gifts together have enabled us to keep doing God’s work. We are reaching out in new 

ways and finding our footing in unsure places. I am grateful for all that we have and do together. 

We’re heading into a season where gratitude and joy take center stage; a season when we often revel in routine 

and tradition. We set our tables with the same recipes we ate as children. We look forward to gathering together 

around a table with familiar faces. But this year, many of our traditions and routines will be upended. Our tables 

will be smaller, but they should be no less filled with thanksgiving. Familiar faces may not be with us physically, 

but our hearts are still together. 

God’s gifts are abundant even if we are encountering and experiencing them in new and different ways. We 

are being invited into creativity, into wonder and imagination. How do we share how thankful we are for our 

loved ones when we can’t sit around the same table? How do we share our joy in God’s promises with those who 

need to hear them? 

Yes, things are different this year. There is a lot of pain and grief for many of us in that. I will miss gathering 

with family. I will miss decorating the sanctuary with all of you. None of these things will feel quite the same in 

the smaller and online ways we will be coming together. But my gratitude still swells because God is with us and 

we are with each other.  

God is good. God is with us as we struggle to imagine new ways of celebrating. God is with us in all that we 

do. 

Laura 

 

 

Sunday School Has Begun! 

We meet by Zoom at 11:30am for all-ages Sunday school. We hope you will join us at 

11:30 am each Sunday as we hear stories, talk about them and our lives, and do a few fun 

crafts as well. The Zoom link is in the weekly email announcements or you may email one of 

us and we will send it to you. 

If you would like to receive materials for the classes, please let one of us know. But you can attend with or 

without those materials. 

Laura Reed, Ruth Martin, Betty Prorak 

 

 

 

Foresight 
Looking to the Future 
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Tuesday and Thursday Gatherings 

On Tuesdays at 10:00am and Thursdays at 7:30pm you can join others from CCVP online or by phone through 

Zoom meetings to chat and/or pray. Call 1-312-626-6799. On Tuesdays, meeting ID 212 368 731 with password 

437319. On Thursdays, meeting ID 347 464 975 with password 186082. Zoom computer links are in the weekly 

email announcements. 

 

 

 

Disciples Food Pantry 

October Stats:  

138 Households served 

434 People served 

The Pantry is open every Wednesday 9:30-11:30am. 

Clients enter from Villa Avenue and 

receive food by the parking lot door. 
 

 

 

Ministry Gathering Recap 

Many thanks to all who participated in our ministry gathering. It was good to gather on Zoom on Thursday, 

November 5, and discuss our ministries. We heard how the past several months have affected our ministries in 

different ways and how each ministry is impacted by the many mental health stresses of those involved. It was 

then a joy to gather in person and enjoy one another’s company and some beautiful weather on Sunday, November 

8. We had good discussions about the stresses and difficulties of the past months and the worries about what lies 

ahead. We also confirmed the importance to our community of continuing to reach out to one another and 

providing as much of a stable sense of community as we can. 

Laura 

 

 

Financial Pledges Received 

The financial pledges that the church has received for 2021 exceed what is needed to 

underwrite the proposed budget! The Stewardship Council will meet this Wednesday night 

and one of the items on the agenda is to review the proposed budget in light of the pledges 

received and other anticipated income. The Council will then set a date for a congregational 

meeting in December. 

 

 

October 31, 2020 Financial Summary 

 October YTD 

 Income for budget items: $10,290.75 $88,107.10 

 Budgeted expenses: $6,803.78 $82,550.92 

Thank you for your faithful giving! If you are able, please continue to give to the work of the church 

by mailing a check to the church or by giving online at 

https://www.myeoffering.com/eonline/index.php/dashboard/login/4498  

Questions? Contact Betty Prorak at 847-977-0797 or BLProrak@yahoo.com  
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Worship 

Worship will continue on Facebook Live each Sunday at 10am. You are welcome in the sanctuary at that time 

if you have read the guidelines posted on the church’s website and are comfortable in coming. 

A video of each worship service is also available on the church’s website on the worship page. 

 

 

Advent Kits 

Advent is coming and we want to be able to celebrate together even as we cannot gather 

together. The worship committee is preparing an Advent package for each local household to 

help observe the season. We’ll include: Advent candles, Advent devotional, hymnal for 

singing your seasonal favorites, and more. Packages will be dropped off after Thanksgiving. 

 

 

Caroling Party 

The worship committee invites you to join us in the church parking lot at 1:00pm on December 12 to sing 

Christmas Carols together. If the weather is just too awful to stay outside that afternoon, we’ll try again on the 

following Saturday, December 19. We will provide song sheets; come provide your voice! 

 

 

LYND 2020 Report 

With your support and help, Love Your Neighbor Day continues to be a means for sharing God’s love in the 

community and a positive presence in our community, even in the midst of a pandemic.  

We weren’t sure that the 6th annual Love Your Neighbor Day would take place with the onset of the COVID-

19 pandemic in March. Since many of the homeowners who apply for our assistance are seniors or individuals 

with health issues, we didn’t know if they would want people coming to their home or if we could do the work in 

a way that would keep them safe.  However, when we started getting calls from people who were asking if they 

could apply for assistance this year, we knew that we needed to find a way to make it work. We decided that the 

work would be limited to the outdoors, that social distancing and mask wearing would be required, and that 

volunteers would have the option of forming their own teams of people who they were comfortable working with.   

In the end, we ended up doing work on the homes of 21 neighbors and had approximately 99 volunteers from 

9 area churches who signed up to do the work. Maybe the fact that we are currently in the midst of a pandemic 

gave volunteers all the more reason to want to spend a day helping their neighbors. The work we got done included 

exterior painting, gutter cleaning, power washing, washing windows, installing a handrail, lots and lots of yard 

clean up and weeding and trimming of bushes and trees. We left every yard in better shape that when we arrived.  

In addition to the work, we made an effort to talk with the homeowners and to let them know that others care 

about them. 

The homeowners who were helped were very appreciative and the volunteers came away with a great deal of 

satisfaction from having helped their neighbor. We don’t know what 2021 will bring but we hope that we will 

again be sponsoring the 7th annual Love Your Neighbor Day. 

 

 

Stories to Share? 

Do you have something to share about what you’ve been doing during the pandemic? Send your story to Betty 

Prorak at BLProrak@yahoo.com or mail it to the church by December 6 to be included in the next Foresight.  
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Joys and Thanksgivings 

Tina Amodeo came home from rehab on October 22. 

Amelia Reed thanks God for her daddy, who loves her very much. 

Children (and their parents) give thanks for creative, safe ways to celebrate Halloween this 

year. 

Many give thanks for birthdays and family. 

The Prorak family is thankful that Brent’s COVID-19 test results were negative. 

We give thanks for the recent lovely weather, especially as it was wonderful for the Sunday gathering on the 

church lawn and it has warmed up the church building that is still waiting for the parts to fix the boiler. 

 

For Clover (Joan Fuller’s granddaughter) and her family. 

For the Stewardship Council as they consider the sale of the church property. 

For Steve Prorak who fell from his bike on Monday and fractured his elbow. His right arm is now 

in a cast. 

For Tina Amodeo’s uncle Richard and her friend Dan. 

For relief from pain for Tina Amodeo, Minni Philip, Ruth Martin, John Martin, Carol Robbins, and Diana 

Robbins. 

For a cure for the corona virus so Amelia and other children can go to school in person. 

For hope and healing for a nation divided, and help us to always engage others with compassion and openness 

For Laura Reed as she continues her work as our Pastor. 

For our communities and our nation to find equitable solutions to deep seated issues. 

https://www.facebook.com/InterfaithPartnersLVP/


 

Fund-raising with Gift Cards, Amazon 

The next order for Jewel gift cards will be placed at the end of November. Please let Betty Prorak know what 

card(s) you would like to order by November 29 for them to be delivered by December 6. The church receives 

5% of the cost of any cards we order as a group. 

The next Great Lakes Scrip gift card order will be due in January 2021. There are many different 

gift cards available, each giving the church a portion of your purchase price. If this will be your first 

order from www.shopwithscrip.com, please contact Betty Prorak (BLProrak@yahoo.com) for the 

church’s enrollment code.  

Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do, a portion of your purchase price for qualifying 

items can come to the Christian Church of Villa Park by choosing the church as your recipient 

in their AmazonSmile program. It doesn’t cost you anything extra to participate; it just shares 

the profit with a charity of your choice. If you have any questions, ask Betty Prorak. 

 

 

December Celebrations 

 4 Daniela Esparza 

 5 Betty Prorak 

 8 Nancy Mendoza 

 28 Eric Hays 

  

 

 

 9 Joan & John Fuller 

 26 Minni & Raja Philip 

 

Special Thanksgiving Offering to Be received on November 15 and 22. 

From the very beginnings of the movement, 

Disciples have founded institutions of higher 

learning, encouraging students in their intellectual 

pursuits. The Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

is still committed to higher education.  

On November 15 and 22, Disciples churches 

across the US and Canada will collect the 

Thanksgiving offering. In the midst of national and 

global challenges associated with the COVID-19 

pandemic, our higher education institutions are facing 

unprecedented challenges and need our support now, 

more than ever. Even as they work diligently to 

ensure safe and healthy learning environments, the 

financial realities faced by many of our schools is 

adding additional stress to students, faculty and staff. 

This November, please give generously to this 

year’s Thanksgiving offering. Your gifts make a 

world of difference as Disciples continue our legacy 

of supporting education and our institutions of higher 

learning. 

[You may make your offering through the church, designated to the Thanksgiving Offering, or you can donate 

directly to Disciples Mission Fund at: https://disciplesmissionfund.org/give/] 
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Betty and Steve Prorak have been visiting various National Forests and State Parks this 

autumn for Steve to take photos of the seasonal change of colors. On their way home from 

southern Illinois, where they spent two nights in an Airbnb in Elizabethtown, they visited 

Dana Stites and her daughter Shelby in Murphysboro. Dana is helping at her sister’s One Hot Cookie Bakery and 

tutoring children in her extended family. Shelby is teaching a third-grade class at the local Catholic school. Of 

course, Steve and Betty brought cookies home from the bakery for Dan Carter. 

 

 

Bodhisattva Prayer for Humanity 

May I be a guard for those who need protection 

A guide for those on the path 

A boat, a raft, a bridge for those who wish to cross the flood 

May I be a lamp in the darkness 

A resting place for the weary 

A healing medicine for all who are sick 

A vase of plenty, a tree of miracles 

And for the boundless multitudes of living beings 

May I bring sustenance and awakening 

Enduring like the earth and sky 

Until all beings are freed from sorrow 

And all are awakened. 

Jane Reid shared this prayer with us. She was told that the Dalai Lama recites it every morning as part of his 

waking rituals. 
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