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Prepare. Our Advent theme reminds us that we have much to get ready for. But did we 

really need the reminder? Sometimes it seems that December is nothing but a race of 

preparations for different things. Prepare the house to celebrate the season. Prepare cookies 

for friends and family. Prepare gifts and cards and menus and lists. There’s hardly time to 

breathe with all the preparations we need to make to be ready for Christmas. 

Yet, what are all these preparations making us ready for? Are they preparing us to welcome 

the coming Christ? Are they preparing us for lives transformed by God, in the flesh, in our 

midst?  

Amelia has a new Advent calendar this year. Each day we place a new figure into a nativity scene, preparing 

for the coming of Jesus on December 25. There are your standard participants: shepherds and cattle, Mary and 

Joseph. But this is not just a standard nativity; it is a community coming together. There’s an older person with a 

cat and a father with a young child. There’s a pizza maker and a wood cutter. There are goats and birds. There 

are people preparing coffee to share with the new parents. It is becoming an image of a community that transforms 

itself with preparations for the coming Christ. Isn’t this what it means to prepare in the Advent season? 

We, as individuals and a community, are called to prepare our whole lives to align with God’s vision for the 

world, a vision made manifest in God coming as a child. These aren’t merely internal changes; these are life 

changes, changes that everyone, seeing how we act in world, can see. 

Prepare. Prepare to follow the one who is coming. Prepare to walk in his footsteps and welcome those whom 

he welcomed. Prepare to give and prepare to receive. Prepare for God in the world. Prepare. 

Laura 

 

 

Congregational Meeting this Sunday 

A congregational meeting will be held following worship on December 15 to discuss the proposed budget for 

2020, member(s) of the Stewardship Council, and options for our future space for worship and ministry. If you 

did not receive a copy of the letter about this meeting (email or printed) and would like a copy, please contact 

Betty Prorak at  847-977-0797 or BLProrak@yahoo.com. 

 

 

Choir Dates 

The choir practices at 7:00pm on the first and third Mondays of each month, making the next 

practices on December 16 and January 6. There will also be a practice at 6:30pm on December 24 to 

rehearse the piece for the Christmas Eve service. Anyone who enjoys singing is welcome! 

 

 

Foresight 
Looking to the Future 
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Christmas Eve Worship 

We will celebrate the birth of our Savior with our Christmas Eve worship service at 7:00pm on Tuesday, 

December 24. 

 

 

Fund-raising with Gift Cards 

The next Great Lakes Scrip gift card order is due Sunday, January 12, 2020. There are many 

different gift cards available, each giving the church a portion of your purchase price. If this will 

be your first order from www.shopwithscrip.com, please contact Betty Prorak 

(BLProrak@yahoo.com) for the church’s enrollment code or pick up a copy of the directions for 

registering that are in the narthex. 

The next order for Jewel gift cards will be placed in February. Please sign up by February 2 for cards to be 

delivered on February 9. The church receives 5% of the cost of any cards we order as a group. 

 

 

 

November Food Pantry Stats 

150 Households Served 

586 People Served 

 

Disciples Food Pantry will be closed 

on December 25, 2019 and on 

January 1, 2020. 

 

 

AmazonSmile 

Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do, a portion of your purchase price for qualifying 

items can come to the Christian Church of Villa Park by choosing the church as your 

recipient in their AmazonSmile program. It doesn’t cost you anything extra to participate; 

it just shares the profit with a charity of your choice. If you have any questions, ask Betty 

Prorak.  

 

 

Joys and Concerns 

What a joy it is to have the amazing congregation we have that more than covered the proposed 

2020 budget! 

We give thanks for grandparents. 

The Disciples Food Pantry is thankful for the turkeys donated by the Islamic Foundation before 

Thanksgiving. 

Jane Reid is doing much better after her bout with the flu and bad reaction to a cough medication. It could 

still be some time before she makes it back to worship. 

Rev. Dwight Bailey fell on November 9 while attending a regional church event in Port Gibson, Mississippi. 

He has a C6 incomplete spinal cord injury. He had surgery and is now going through rehab in Shreveport, LA. 

He is going to be there for a while. Address: Willis-Knighton Rehabilitation Institute, 1111 Line Avenue, room 

219, Shreveport, LA. 
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Our finest gifts support the work of regional ministries this Christmas. 

Received on December 15 and 22 

 

 



 

November 30, 2019 Financial Summary 

 November Year to date 

 Income for budget items: $10,315.53 $100,458.25 

 Budgeted expenses: $9,807.98 95,196.61 

 

 

January Birthday & Anniversaries 

 

 2 Deloris Yowell 

 

 3 Diane & Chuck Bohl 

 9 Doris & Dan Carter 

 

 

Ruth and John Martin recently got together with Ken Newton for dinner. 

Steve and Betty enjoyed time with their twin granddaughters the weekend of 

November 23. Mari and Thia built a traditional blanket fort in Grandpa and Grandma’s 

living room, but were having issues with room inside and blankets staying put. Grandma turned to Grandpa and 

said, “Let’s just set up our tent for them.” They did, in the living room, and Mari and Thia had a great time. 

The extended Craft family had quite a get together at Thanksgiving. Somewhere around (or over?) 30 people, 

according to Ruth Martin. In the midst of it, Ruth gathered her husband, daughters, son-in-law and grandson for 

a photo. It turned out great! Even grandson Julian is smiling! (If you use Facebook, you can see the photo there.) 

Thanks to those who came to decorate the church at the Hanging of the Greens on November 30: Dan Carter, 

Joan and Clover Fuller, Ruth Martin, Minni and Raja Philip, Betty Prorak, and Laura, Joshua and Amelia Reed. 

Amelia and Clover did a wonderful job of helping Joan with the Christmas tree.  
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