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We’re now two months into lives and routines upended by pandemic. If you’re anything like me, you’re 

longing for a return to some sense of “normalcy”, for a return to activities that were common before we began 

sheltering in place. For school and daycare, for gyms and stores, for walks and bike rides (that don’t involve 

swerving 6-feet around anyone you happen to meet), and for physically gathering to worship and talk as a 

community. I long for these things, yet I know they are not what we really need right now. I wish things were 

different even as I strive to be grateful for what I have and what I am discovering about myself and God in the 

midst of this. 

These words may or may not resonate with you. While we are all deeply affected by this pandemic, we are 

not all affected in the same ways. Our lives have changed in very different ways. Some of our neighbors are front-

line workers, keeping our communities safe and providing for our essential needs so that the rest of us can remain 

at home. Some of our neighbors have lost jobs and income and are wondering how they will pay for housing and 

food and healthcare. Some of our neighbors are able to continue working from home and are navigating new and 

old technologies to do their jobs. Some of our neighbors have children at home and are struggling to keep them 

active, learning, and happy. Given all of this, I have been struck by a question posed by another pastor: what does 

love require of us? 

It seems like such an obvious question, particularly from the church. 

What does love require? But, as always, following Jesus and embodying 

God’s love is harder than it seems at first glance. We are all gifted in 

different ways for God’s ministry and this means we live out love in 

different ways too. But, at its base, love requires putting others needs equal 

to our own. My life is neither more nor less important than anyone else’s. 

In this time, that truth means as many of us as possible should remain inside 

as much as possible to slow the virus’ spreading. We may never have 

thought this period would last so long, but that doesn’t change what love 

requires of us. 

Love requires that we see the ways people are being affected and that deep needs are showing and that we 

respond to them. That we truly see the unequal ways communities of color and low-income people are affected 

and that we do not brush these issues aside in our haste to return to “normal”. 

Love requires that we let others know they are loved by us and by God. We show this by confronting deep 

societal injustices. We show this through phone calls and letters to friends and family. We show this by wearing 

masks in stores and other public places. We show this by providing our time or money to those organizations 

working to meet immediate needs of those who are impacted by the economic downturn. 

Love requires hope in Christ’s promises. It requires embodying our faith in our lives, embodying the promises 

of the resurrection. As Christians we are formed by Easter, a moment when all hope seemed lost and all hope was 

instead found. We are guided by a story that says death cannot be avoided, pain will come, but that God can write 

a new story out of even the darkest moments. Love requires that we act like God is always doing a new thing and 

always calling us in new ways. Love requires that we stand with one another in our pain and that, when the time 

is right, we step into God’s new dream together. Laura 
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Book Study – On Hold 

We are joining members of the Christian Church of Arlington Heights, First Christian Church of Downers 

Grove, and Grace Community Christian Church to read The Third Reconstruction: How a Moral Movement is 

Overcoming the Politics of Division and Fear by Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove and William Barber II.  

Together we will engage in conversation and theology. We will learn with and from one another about how 

we faithfully engage our world. 

 

 

 

Disciples Food Pantry 

The Pantry was closed for the month of April.  

It will remain closed through May.  

Plans are being considered for opening it for  

drive-in pick up in June. 

 

 

 

Worship Continues on Facebook Live 

We started mid-March with worshiping together from a distance via Facebook. 

Laura Reed has been doing the services from her apartment on her laptop by herself for 

the most part, with some recorded music from Eric Hays since March 22. For the past 

two Sundays, a worship leader has joined Laura in her studio via StreamYard. In late 

May or early June, Laura is hoping to be able to broadcast from the sanctuary with the 

help of a few individuals from the congregation. If you have not been a part of Facebook and you have internet 

access, consider setting up an account to keep in touch with CCVP. Not willing to deal with Facebook? By 

Tuesday each week, Laura posts the video of that Sunday’s worship service on the church’s website at 

https://www.ccvponline.net/our-worship.  

 

 

Steps 

With one step, I've started a motion. 

With two steps, I've begun a notion. 

With three steps, I've made a decision. 

With four steps, I've developed a vision. 

With five steps, I've determined a direction. 

With six steps, I've pondered my protection. 

With seven steps, I've looked back in anticipation 

And as I take the eighth step, I've become full of appreciation. 

I thought that when I looked back I'd see one set of footprints, but I saw two and wondered, why didn't God 

carry me like He's done with so many others. Then this warm feeling came across my body, a smile erupted on 

my face, and I knew that the Lord walked WITH me, believed in me, and was ready to help, if needed. I needed 

to realize that God doesn't need to carry me through everything because He's been teaching me to survive daily. 

I'm a lifelong student who's learned to crawl, walk, and run, and, at times, have had to be reeled back in by God 

because I've needed to practice how to crawl again. And, in those times of crawling, I know that God carried me 

leaving one set of footprints. 

Tender Sender (Tina M. Amodeo) 
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Fund-raising with Gift Cards, Amazon 

The next order for Jewel gift cards will be placed at the end of May. Please let Betty Prorak 

know what card(s) you would like to order by May 31 for them to be delivered later that week. 

The church receives 5% of the cost of any cards we order as a group. 

The next Great Lakes Scrip gift card order is due Sunday, July 5. There are many different gift cards available, 

each giving the church a portion of your purchase price. If this will be your first order from 

www.shopwithscrip.com, please contact Betty Prorak (BLProrak@yahoo.com) for the church’s enrollment 

code. 

Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do, a portion of your purchase price for qualifying 

items can come to the Christian Church of Villa Park by choosing the church as your 

recipient in their AmazonSmile program. It doesn’t cost you anything extra to participate; 

it just shares the profit with a charity of your choice. If you have any questions, ask Betty 

Prorak.  

 

Tuesday and Thursday Gatherings 

On Tuesdays at 10:00am and Thursdays at 7:30pm you can join others from CCVP online or by phone through 

Zoom meetings. If you are interested in participating and have not received the emails with the connecting 

information, please email the church to request the Zoom meeting specifics or call Betty Prorak at 847-977-0797 

and she will give you the call-in information. 

 

April 30, 2020 Financial Summary 

 April YTD 

 Income for budget items: $9,168.36 $36,798.23 

 Budgeted expenses: $8,558.63 $35,520.05 

As the above figures indicate, we are doing well financially as of 4/30/20. Thank you for your faithful giving! If 

you are able, please continue to give to the work of the church by mailing a check to the church or by giving 

online at https://www.myeoffering.com/eonline/index.php/dashboard/login/4498  

Questions? Contact Betty Prorak at 847-977-0797 or BLProrak@yahoo.com  

 

 

Reopening Our Building? 

The Stewardship Council will meet via Zoom this Wednesday to discuss the process of reopening the church 

building. In order to continue to protect “the least of these,” it will take longer than we want it to and some of the 

ways we have done things will have to change. The Council will keep you posted about the steps to be taken. 

 

 

Joys and Thanksgivings 

Our worship services on Facebook Live on Sundays continue to be wonderful and well 

attended. 

During worship on May 3, Joshua Reed commented with Amelia: God you are so great and 

we love you so much! Thank you for sunny weather, health and hope for the future. 

Thanksgiving for coloring, and art. 

Thanksgiving for rain! 

Thanksgiving for birthdays celebrated in new ways over the past 8 weeks, particularly Amelia Reed’s 5th 

birthday. 

Thanksgiving that all members of our congregation are staying healthy. 
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Prayer Concerns 

The food pantry director for Hand to Hand in Lombard has COVID-19. 

Prayers for those losing loved ones, both from and not from the pandemic, who cannot gather with 

friends and family to mourn. 

Food Pantry volunteer Janie’s husband passed away on April 24. 

Dawn Dawson's nephew is showing signs of autism; may her sister have peace in her soul as she 

deals with this issue. 

The Bohl’s friend Barb continues to recover from COVID-19 and is in rehab to regain her strength. 

We pray for wisdom in a time of confusion and that we will give our fear to God rather than carry it ourselves. 

Continued prayers for all doctors, nurses and first responders during the COVID-19 crisis, other essential 

friends who were exposed to the virus, all who are struggling with mental health issues, those who must shelter-

in-place with abusers. 

 

 

Calendars and Serving Schedules on Hold 

Those of you receiving this in print will again find something missing. No calendar or serving schedule. With 

no in-person meetings or worship for now and so many unknowns, printed calendars of church events and Sunday 

serving schedules will continue to be on hold. Betty Prorak 

 

 

June Celebrations 
 

 1 Jane Reid 

 29 Joan Fuller 

 29 Kailash Naidoo 

 

 

 4 Laura & Joshua Reed 

 22 Joan & Carl Kagebein 

 

 

 

Ministry Reports – Ministry in a Virtual World 

Although the parts of our ministries that involve physical presence are mostly on hiatus, we are still the church 

and we are still doing God's work. Our ministries continue in a virtual world. 

Check out what has changed and what continues for our ministries in the reports from our ministry leaders: 
https://8d00b023-ceb0-49f1-9acc-a5e5049b7c7c.filesusr.com/ugd/86d6f1_c200a6c3702643619d7b93c36243c71b.pdf 

 

 

A Message of Hope 

One of the village trustees of Villa Park, Kevin Patrick, had an inspiring video put together. It features two 

members of our congregation, Joan Fuller and Tina Amodeo. You can view it at: 

https://www.facebook.com/CitizensForKevinPatrick/videos/1616588565163892/  

 

___________________________________________________ 
 

Let us hold unswervingly to the hope we profess, for he who promised is faithful.  - Hebrews 10:23 (NIV) 
 

The present is the ever moving shadow that divides yesterday from tomorrow. In that lies hope.  

- Frank Lloyd Wright, The Living City 
 

Faithful God, encourage us to press into your presence as we look for hope in the everyday moments inside 

of our homes and externally in our broken world.  Sojourners prayer 

https://8d00b023-ceb0-49f1-9acc-a5e5049b7c7c.filesusr.com/ugd/86d6f1_c200a6c3702643619d7b93c36243c71b.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/CitizensForKevinPatrick/videos/1616588565163892/


 

Pentecost Special Offering May 31 and June 2 

In 2001, the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

embraced a bold vision: to start 1,000 new churches in 

1,000 different ways by the year 2020. 

Today, we have welcomed 1,034+ new places of 

worship into the Church. The Table around which we 

gather has grown in language, diversity, and life 

experience. 

Courageous leaders have answered the call to grow the 

denomination through the new church movement. They 

have reached the underserved, welcomed new neighbors, and created communities of faith. And we, as Disciples, 

have committed to supporting them. 

Support the 2020 Pentecost Offering. Each year, half of this offering stays in your Region to support and sustain 

new churches. The second half helps leaders across the United States and Canada through New Church Ministry 

programs. 

You can give directly to Disciples Mission Fund online at https://disciplesmissionfund.org/give/, you can write 

and mail a check to the church designated for the Pentecost Offering, or, if you have set up online giving through 

myEoffering, you can designate an offering there to Special Offerings. 

 

______________________ 

 

No one should seek their own good, but the good of others.  - 1 Corinthians 10:24 (NIV) 
 

We are not people who protect our own safety: we are people who protect our neighbors’ safety.  

- Barbara Glasson 
 

God, out of all of the things we could possibly give, let us give ourselves to one another. Amen.  

Sojourners prayer 

______________________ 

 

 

On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick.”  - Matthew 9:12 (NIV) 

 

Of all the forms of inequality, injustice in health care is the most shocking and inhumane.  

- Martin Luther King Jr. 

 

God, hear the cries of the healthcare workers and those who are seeking healing. Heal what is broken.  

Sojourners prayer 

______________________ 
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