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Tuesday, June 9, 2020 

 

I don’t know about you, but I have spent much of the last few months filled with anxiety, 

sometimes even fear. I lost my center, my sense of the way the world is and should be, and 

struggled to find my way. Losing almost all my routines made me incredibly vulnerable not 

only to anxiety but to apathy, to fear, and to egocentrism.  

I have been intentional about paying attention to the news, doing my best to know what 

others are experiencing and acknowledging that I am incredibly privileged in the level of 

safety I have been able to keep in my life. Still, my anxiety revolved primarily around my 

own needs and struggles. I focused on all that I had personally lost and missed. I thought much less about the 

ways many were being disproportionately affected because of deeply embedded systems of injustice. 

Two weeks ago, I was reminded again of how privileged I am to be able to forget these things, to ignore the 

racism embedded in our society. George Floyd was murdered as a police officer spent minutes kneeling on his 

neck. His life was taken, his pleas for help and breath ignored, because, as a society, we are conditioned to fear 

and distrust people with darker skin. Because racism is woven into the fabric of all of our nation’s institutions 

and law enforcement. His death, one among too many, sparked the righteous anger of many in our country. People 

have taken to the streets to demand justice not only for George Floyd but for Breonna Taylor, for Ahmaud Arbery, 

for all people of color, for all people period.  

True justice, which dismantles racist systems, is necessary and overdue. Racism is a sin that destroys us. Its 

effects are most obvious as it touches brown and black bodies, but it is destroying white people as well. We are 

not outside of racism but are made less fully human because we cannot act with full love and justice toward all. 

No one can be fully human as long as any is considered less than another.   

Our call as Christians, as humans, is into deep relationship. To know and value one another. To love. To love 

as God loves. A love that knows someone is especially wonderful not because they are special they are. A love 

that does not discriminate. 

This is not easy; it will never be easy, but it is our call. To open ourselves to our own vulnerability. To risk so 

that we can love. It is a call that requires our voices, that we never be silent in the face of injustice. We cannot let 

fear be in control, shut us down and close our ears to the words that need to be heard and spoken. Black lives 

matter. Racism is real and destructive. We are called to speak of the evils we see and to shout that things must 

change. 

Laura 

 

 

Book Study – On Hold – But Read It! 

Eventually we will join members of the Christian Church of Arlington Heights, First Christian Church of 

Downers Grove, and Grace Community Christian Church to discuss The Third Reconstruction: How a Moral 

Movement is Overcoming the Politics of Division and Fear by Jonathan Wilson-Hartgrove and William Barber 

II. Reading and responding to this book are more important now than ever. 

Foresight 
Looking to the Future 
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Disciples Food Pantry 

The Pantry was closed for the month of May. 

It reopened for drive-through pick up on June 3. 

The Pantry is open every 

Wednesday 9:30-11:30am. 

Clients enter from Villa Avenue 

and receive food by the 

parking lot door. 

 

 

 

Fund-raising with Gift Cards, Amazon 

The next Great Lakes Scrip gift card order is due Sunday, July 5. There are many different gift 

cards available, each giving the church a portion of your purchase price. If this will be your first 

order from www.shopwithscrip.com, please contact Betty Prorak (BLProrak@yahoo.com) for the 

church’s enrollment code.  

The next order for Jewel gift cards will be placed at the end of July. Please let Betty Prorak know what card(s) 

you would like to order by July 26 for them to be delivered by August 2. The church receives 5% of the cost of 

any cards we order as a group. 

Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do, a portion of your purchase price for qualifying 

items can come to the Christian Church of Villa Park by choosing the church as your 

recipient in their AmazonSmile program. It doesn’t cost you anything extra to participate; 

it just shares the profit with a charity of your choice. If you have any questions, ask Betty 

Prorak.  

 

 

Tuesday and Thursday Gatherings 

On Tuesdays at 10:00am and Thursdays at 7:30pm you can join others from CCVP online or by phone through 

Zoom meetings. If you are interested in participating and have not received the emails with the connecting 

information, please email the church to request the Zoom meeting specifics or call Betty Prorak at 847-977-0797 

and she will give you the call-in information. 

 

 

May 31, 2020 Financial Summary 

 May YTD 

 Income for budget items: $8,458.41 $45,256.64 

 Budgeted expenses: $8,012.45 $43,532.50 

As the above figures indicate, we are doing well financially as of 5/31/20. Thank you for your faithful giving! 

If you are able, please continue to give to the work of the church by mailing a check to the church 

or by giving online at https://www.myeoffering.com/eonline/index.php/dashboard/login/4498  

Questions? Contact Betty Prorak at 847-977-0797 or BLProrak@yahoo.com  
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Worship Continues on Facebook Live 

We started mid-March with worshiping together from a distance via Facebook Live 

broadcast from Laura Reed’s apartment. By June 21, Laura is hoping to be able to broadcast 

from the sanctuary with the help of a few individuals from the congregation. If you have 

not been a part of Facebook and you have internet access, consider setting up an account to 

keep in touch with CCVP. Not willing to deal with Facebook? By Monday afternoon each week, Laura posts the 

video of that Sunday’s worship service on the church’s website at https://www.ccvponline.net/our-worship.  

 

 

Joys and Thanksgivings 

Our worship services on Facebook Live on Sundays continue to be wonderful and well 

attended. 

Thanksgiving for spring flowers and even the rain. 

Amelia Reed gives thanks for Mary who raised Jesus and for all mothers. 

Thanksgiving for haircuts and sunny weather. 

The Reed family rejoices in the opening of a modified summer camp program for Amelia. She attends 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday each week. 

Disciples Food Pantry reopened on June 3. 

Thanksgiving for peaceful protests and for volunteers who come to help clean up when things get messy. 

Thanksgiving for the progress Tina Amodeo has made while in rehab at Marianjoy. 

Thanksgiving for birthdays celebrated in new ways over the past 13 weeks. 

Thanksgiving that all members of our congregation are staying healthy. 

 

 

Please Pray… 

To keep the volunteers and clients of Disciples Food Pantry safe and healthy. 

For the family of Raj who was a friend of Raja Philip in India. Raj suddenly passed away mid-

May due to complications in surgery. 

For the extended family of Dawn Dawson. Her sister Laurie has COVID-19. At least it is a mild 

case, but she is pregnant. Laurie’s son is getting screened for autism later this month. Dawn is also 

concerned about keeping her dad healthy. He lives with her and Zack. 

For Lombard pantry volunteer Judy who is recovering from COVID-19. 

For Tina Amodeo. She will finish her time at Marianjoy Rehab this Wednesday. Pray for continued progress 

and for patience with setbacks. 

For Laura Reed as she continues her work as our Pastor. 

For our communities and our nation to find equitable solutions to deep seated issues. 

 

 

July Celebrations 

 5 Alissa Verson 

 14 Jose Felix 

 31 Patti Sommers 

 

 

 4 Erica & James Schultz 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ccvponline.net/our-worship


 

 

Jane Reid had a quiet birthday on June 1; she just “pampered herself all day alone.” She and son Doug agreed 

he should stay in Texas and son Randy is continuing to keep his distance. 

From Jerrianne Iseley via Jane Reid: “We are fine - really tired of the quarantine, but we are allowed to go off 

campus for appointments, etc....we have had a couple of Covid cases, but hopefully everyone is recovering. We 

are hoping to hear next week if we have some phasing in plans for coming back to normal. We are staying healthy 

- wearing masks, social distancing, etc....ready for normal!” 

From Mary Boucher via Jane Reid: “Rick got furloughed from Disney but hopes to go back in July. My 

daughter Liz and her husband - both chefs got furloughed too from Disney. My son Nick is working 2 essential 

jobs. My daughter Michelle is a psychiatrist and is working. On Easter I broke my shoulder and had surgery. I go 

to therapy. We moved to Mt Dora – country – Michelle and her husband bought our house. We were supposed to 

go to Clara Crafts’s birthday party” but it was cancelled due to the virus. 

From Jayne Hochstetler via Betty Prorak: “Hello all! I am doing much better [from my broken femur] and 

pain is easing up. I am able to walk on my own (no cane or walker) in the house but use a cane when I go out - 

which isn't often since there's no place to go!! I have been able to get together with my son and daughter-in-law 

a few times, but not my grandchildren or great grandchildren. Sure do miss those hugs! Have missed out on my 

youngest crawling and now learning to walk. Babies change so much in 4 months!” 

The day that Steve Prorak sold his first music composition recording online was 

the same day that he found out that his photo that the Post Office paid him for will 

not actually be on a stamp. Instead, his photo was the inspiration for the background 

around/behind the 20 stamps on the sheet. “Enjoy the Great Outdoors” stamps will 

be available on June 13, 2020. 

 

 

 

 

 

Reopening Our Building 

We want to continue to be in communication with you about our continuing ministries and the phased-in re-

opening of the building.  The Stewardship Council has set a date of June 21, 2020 for the first phase of re-opening 

the church building. In conjunction with a limited re-opening, the Stewardship Council has established Guidelines 

which are listed below. We have prepared these guidelines after prayerful consideration and taking into 

consideration the current state orders, information from the Illinois Department of Public Health, and resources 

being provided by the CCIW Region, our insurance company and other resources. The Council will now be 

working on the guidelines for Phase Two of the building re-opening.  Our purpose of establishing guidelines is 

for the safety of our members, friends and other visitors coming into the building.  

We know that not everyone will be ready to be back in the building for in-person worship or other ministries 

at the same time, and that is perfectly acceptable. We envision online worship services being available for some 

time. We very much appreciate the efforts of Pastor Laura, the Elders and Worship committee in continuing to 

enhance our online worship experience that enables a connection with one another and with God during this 

challenging time. We also look at this as an opportunity to be open to new ways of worship and of connection to 

one another and to others as God may be leading us.  

If you have thoughts, concerns, new ideas as we move along this path of re-opening the building, the 

Stewardship Council would be happy to hear from you. 

Doris Carter 

 

 

 



 

Christian Church of Villa Park 

Phase One of Re-Opening Guidelines 

Begins June 21, 2020 

 

Before Phase One begins, a cleaning service will be hired for weekly cleaning and disinfecting.  Our members 

in the building during Phase One below will disinfect the surfaces touched by them before leaving the building 

with supplies we make available.  

The use of the building will be limited to a small worship team being present on Sunday morning for 

conducting the service that will continue to be presented on Facebook Live and recorded.  Members will not be 

coming into the church for Sunday worship during Phase One. 

New Life will be given the opportunity to also have a worship team live in the sanctuary but not have members 

present for worship, and will be asked to abide by these guidelines. 

The Food Pantry opened on June 3, 2020 as a drive-through pantry with clients not coming into the building. 

Food Pantry volunteers are only using the portion of the building housing the Food Pantry.  This will continue 

during Phase One. 

Church meetings will continue to happen electronically via Zoom or telephone conference.  At the option of the 

group that is meeting, an in-person meeting could be conducted outdoors on the church grounds. 

Outside anonymous groups will not be permitted to meet at the church during Phase One. 

For all individuals coming into the building: 

- stay home if you are not feeling well or have a fever over 100 

- stay home if you have been exposed to COVID-19 or have tested positive for COVID-19 

- you must wear a mask and practice social distancing while in the building 

- if you have been in the building and test positive for COVID-19, immediately notify the church and 

advise the dates and times you were in the building recently. 

The following areas of the building are not to be used and will not be cleaned during Phase One:  Kitchen, 

fellowship hall, nursery, library (except food pantry volunteers will use this restroom) and choir room. 

  

Note:  It is underdetermined when we will move into Phase Two of use of the building, but it would be no 

earlier than July 19, 2020.  Moving into Phase Two will be dependent upon our having put into place necessary 

procedures and protocols, state orders, input from the Illinois Department of Public Health, and whether our 

members are ready.  Even after moving into Phase Two, online worship services will still be available.  
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