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Tuesday, April 13, 2021  

We love to proclaim “Christ is Risen! He is Risen indeed!” on Easter 

morning. We celebrate that death will not have the final word, that God is 

always doing something new even in the midst of our most traumatic 

moments. God’s love is so great that we shout with joy.  

But do we carry these words with us? Are we transformed by these 

words and this event? Or do we leave them in the sanctuary to be stored 

until we dust them off next year? 

Everything changes with the resurrection. But, as we see in the Easter 

stories of scripture, change, true transformation, is not that easy. Even though they had all heard Jesus say that he 

would die and be raised, none of his followers remembered. Even after hearing the women proclaim the good 

news they heard at the tomb and speak of encounters with the risen Christ, many disciples still were not sure. The 

Gospel of John tells us that the disciples kept themselves locked in a room in fear for at least a week after the 

resurrection, even after most of them had seen Jesus again.  

It’s no surprise that we struggle to let the Easter story truly transform us. What is before us is frightening. It 

is a wholesale upending of what the world wants us to believe about relationship and power, about wealth and 

justice, about how we should be in the world. Are we really ready for it? Can we ever make ourselves ready for 

it? 

Whether we’re ready or not, transformation is upon us. Jesus is leading us, calling us to look closely at what 

we’re holding on to, where we’re letting ourselves be led and to put the resurrection at the heart of our lived faith. 

As a congregation, we are the midst of practicing this in very tangible ways. We are moving. We’re selling our 

building and packing up. What will we take with us? As we go through closets we’ve left unexamined for years, 

some things are easy to let go of. (Do we really need to keep all those dried out markers?) Other things are harder 

to make decisions about. They are things we’ve used and loved. Still, we have to examine if they continue to 

serve us moving forward. We are answering God’s call and that means being changed. It means letting go of some 

of the trappings of our past so that we can move forward in new life.  

As we transition and transform, we will have opportunities to say goodbye to some of the beloved things we 

will need to let go of and welcome in the new things that will support us moving forward. For in Christ all is made 

new. All is transformed so that God’s love may be made fully manifest in the world. 

Laura 

 

Worship 

Worship will continue on Facebook Live each Sunday at 10am. You are welcome in the sanctuary at that time 

if you have read the guidelines posted on the church’s website and are comfortable in coming. 

A video of each worship service is also available on the church’s website on the worship page. 

 

 

Foresight 
Looking to the Future 

 
 

Transformation 
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Readers Sought for Pentecost 

On Pentecost we celebrate a day when the Spirit came and many voices were raised and heard in many 

languages. This year we will share our voices in the reading of the Acts passage telling this story.  

If you are willing to be recorded (or record yourself) reading a small part of this passage please let Pastor 

Laura know. If you can fluently read aloud in a language other than English please also let Pastor Laura know. 

ccvppastor@yahoo.com 

 

 

Join Us for Sunday School! 

We meet by Zoom at 11:30am for an all-ages Sunday school. We hope you will join us 

as we hear stories, talk about them and our lives, and do a few fun crafts as well. The Zoom 

link is in the weekly email announcements or you may email one of us and we will send it 

to you. We will meet each Sunday through May 23. 

If you would like to receive materials for the classes, please let one of us know. But 

you can attend with or without those materials. 

Laura Reed, Ruth Martin, Betty Prorak 

 

 

No More Paper Recycling Bin 

For some time, Disciples Food Pantry has not been receiving any funds for the paper collected in the bin in 

the church parking lot because paper recycling is no longer profitable. With the upcoming sale of our property, 

we decided to have the bin removed. So, if you have paper to be recycled, you will have to find somewhere else 

to take it. The remaining recycling bin is filled each week with cardboard boxes from the Pantry; there is no room 

for paper drop offs. 

 

 

Gatherings 

On Thursdays at 7:30pm you can join others from CCVP online or by phone through Zoom meetings to chat 

and/or pray. Call 1-312-626-6799. The meeting ID is 347 464 975 with password 186082. The Zoom computer 

link is in the weekly email announcements. 

The Tuesday 10:00am gathering will meet only through the end of April unless Laura or Betty hears from 

people who would like it to continue. On Tuesdays, the meeting ID is 212 368 731 with password 437319. 

 

 

 

 

 

Disciples Food Pantry 
March Stats: 

150 Households served 

562 People served 

 

The Pantry is open every 

Wednesday 9:30-11:30am. 

Clients enter from Villa Avenue and 

receive food by the parking lot door 

 

 

Virtual Diaper Drive 

As the time of COVID lingers, our local families' 

struggles increase. First Things First, the baby needs arm of 

Outreach House, currently serves 60% more families than it 

did just a year ago. You can help our service to families by 

donating much needed baby items from the list at this link: 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/50OO75SJD1T0?r

ef_=wl_share  

When you choose a shipping address, “Christian Church 

VP/OH’s Gift Registry Address” should appear in your list 

of other addresses.  

Thank you!  Becky Kirsh, Outreach House 

 (Housed at First Church of Lombard) 

 

https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/50OO75SJD1T0?ref_=wl_share
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March 31, 2021 Financial Summary 

 March Year-to-date 

 Income for budget items: $10,388.25 $34,472.70 

 Budgeted expenses: $8,403.22 $32,457.46  

Thank you for your faithful giving! 

If you are able, please continue to give to the work of the church by mailing a check to the church or by giving 

online at https://www.myeoffering.com/eonline/index.php/dashboard/login/4498  

Questions? Contact Betty Prorak at 847-977-0797 or BLProrak@yahoo.com  

 

 

Thank You, Pray-ers 

Thank you to all who prayed between 6am and 8pm on Good Friday in our continuous prayer 

vigil: Tina Amodeo, Chuck Bohl. Joan Fuller, Heidi Gomez, Jayne Hochstetler, John Martin, Ruth 

Martin, Ken Newton, Minni Philip, Raja Philip, Betty Prorak, Joshua Reed, Laura Jennison Reed, 

Jane Reid, Tanya Sadagopan, Erica Schultz, and Heather Smith. 

 

 

We Find Joy and Give Thanks for... 

Our worship services on Facebook Live on Sundays have been wonderful. 

There were 18 people in the sanctuary for worship on Pam Sunday and 22 on Easter! 

Chuck Bohl's hip surgery went well last month. He is home recuperating. 

The earth will not be silent - spring flowers are blooming everywhere! 

COVID-19 vaccines are more readily available. 

Disciples Food Pantry continues to receive generous financial support from many individuals and groups. 

Students who have been able to have at least some in-person school are very excited to be there. 

Thanksgiving for birthdays celebrated in new ways over the past year and in the weeks/months ahead. 

The ministry of our pastor Rev. Laura Jennison Reed. 

The General Ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ). 

The ministry of Rev. Terri Hord Owens, General Minister and President of the Christian Church (Disciples 

of Christ). 

 

 

May Celebrations 

 15 Carol Robbins 

 15 Aurora Slinkman 

 16 Joan Kagebein 

 21 Chloe Slinkman 

 24 Chuck Bohl 

 27 Joshua Reed 

 

 

 1 Ruth & John Martin 

 

 

Gaining my Stripes 

Moments of hours will linger. 

In my heart rests a fiery stinger. 

At my side lays a scorched shield. 

In my tired hand, vibration I wield. 

As my eyes see prints filled with blood, 

There lies stuck a boot in the mud. 

My head pains; my helmet's chipped. 

Across the field is God's script. 

Tina Amodeo 

Inspired by 1 Peter 4:12-13 
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Please Pray for… 

All who are struggling with mental health issues. 

Tina Amodeo. 

Joan Kagebein 

Carol Robbins 

Marion Kregger 

Ruth Martin, who asks for prayers for spiritual and physical healing. 

Front line workers see and unseen. 

Debbie Jennison (Laura’s mom) who will be having hip surgery in late April or early May. 

The sale of our church building. The closing date is set for May 28, but there are many things that must be 

done between now and then. 

Support for Laura as she carries out her work as our pastor. 

Our nation. 

The General Ministries of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ), especially the Easter offering. 

Rev. Terri Hord Owens, General Minister and President of the Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) 

 

 

Fund-raising with Amazon, Gift Cards 

Do you shop at Amazon.com? If you do, a portion of your purchase price for qualifying 

items can come to the Christian Church of Villa Park by choosing the church as your recipient 

in their AmazonSmile program. It doesn’t cost you anything extra to participate; it just shares 

the profit with a charity of your choice. If you have any questions, ask Betty Prorak.  

The next Great Lakes Scrip gift card order will be due on May 2. There are many different gift 

cards available, each giving the church a portion of your purchase price. If this will be your first 

order from www.shopwithscrip.com, please contact Betty Prorak (BLProrak@yahoo.com) for the 

church’s enrollment code.  

The next order for Jewel gift cards will be placed at the beginning of June. Please let Betty Prorak know what 

card(s) you would like to order by June 6 for them to be delivered by June 13. The church receives 5% of the cost 

of any cards we order as a group. 

 

 

Thoughts from Jane Reid 

Edgar Cayce, the "Sleeping Prophet" was a person who in a sleep like trance could see answers people asked 

him about many different subjects. One person asked him why the promise in the Bible that someday the earth 

would experience a new heaven and a new earth, the old would be passed away, has not happened. This is what 

his answer was: I created the earth and the universal laws that govern it. The earth is under the management of 

both God and man. We humans are the ones who have held off this time of peace, and heaven on earth. When 

enough groups sufficiently want peace, it will begin. Desire is the key. We must desire peace as much as God 

does. When we pray Thy Kingdom come, some really mean this, and some just say the words. They remain empty 

words. All Christians know which they are. This prayer Cayce says, is the deepest and holiest of all destiny. It is 

a prophecy and promise as well as a prayer. 

 

http://www.shopwithscrip.com/
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